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A sufficient number of members being present, ; 


congress commenced its session on Monday last, by 
electing its officers, &e. and on the following day the 
message of the president, which will be found in the fol- 
lowi $s, was cemmunicated to both houses. It was 
brought from Washington to Baltimore by an express 
furnished by Messrs. Stockton & Stokes, in the shert 
space of one hour and thirty-five minutes, being at the 
rate of twenty-four miles an hour. A second express, 
which brosght copies of the message to the editors of 
the daily papers in Baltimore, travelied the distance, in a 
light wagon, in two hours and a quarter; and it is stated 
by the editor of the New York “Evening Post,” that the 
eontractors for carrying the mail on the great mail route, 
volanteered their services to the. ranean general to 
run the message, in the least possible time, by express, 

all the Atlantic states, from Maine to New Or- 
leans, free of expense; and that he accepted their offer. 
It was calculated to deliver it in New Orleans, (barring 
accidents), in six days aiter leaving the capitol in Wash- 
ington. 

The message was received in Philadelphia in nine 
hours and a quarter from Washington, and in New York 
at 40’clock on Wednesday morning—it reached Freder- 
icktown, in this state, in ¢hree hours and twenty minutes. 

Many miscellaneous articles have been excluded 
by the president’s message and proceedings of congress. 





Tae Horner. The fate of this vessel is still involved 
in uncertainty. Some hopes were entertained, that, if 
dismasted, as reported, she would have been enabled to 
reach Pensacola; but up to the 2ist ult. no intelligence 
of her had reached that place. 

Taomas B. Rexp, esq. a senator in congress trom 
Mississippi, died at Lexington, Ky. on the 26th ult. of a 
pulmonary disease. He was on his way to Washington 
to take his seatin the senate. Mr. R. wasa gentleman 
of fine talents, and highly esteemed by his friends. 





More MAIL RoBBERIES. Ahout three o’elock on 
Sunday moruing last, the Reading ana Pottsville mail stage 
was stopped at the corner of the Ridge road and Tur- 
ner’s lane, about two miles from Philadelphia, by three 
armed men. There were ten passengers in the stage, 
who were ordered out one by one, tied with their own 
handkerchiefs by the ruffians, and then robbed of their 
money and watches. The mail bags were cut open 
and their contents taken out, as were the contents of the 
passengers trunks; the most valuable portions of which 
were carried off, and the remainder scattered along the 
turnpike. Some of the letters and papers have been re- 
turned to the Philadelphia post office. 

The |. vetrators ot this daring act are believed to be 

same gang which robbed the Kimberton mail last 
week. Mr. Reeside, the agent of the general post office, 
has offered a reward of 500 dollars for the apprehension 
and conviction of one or either of them. 

The Cumberland Advocate states that the stage con- 
taining the U. S. mail, was attacked on Tuesday night 
last, near Frostburg, in Alleghany county, Md.; the 
mail was taken therefrom and carried into the woods 
some distance tromthe read, where it was found next 
morning by some gentlemen who went in pursuit of the 
robbers. There was a large hole cut in the leather bag, 
bat the canvass which contained the packages was unin- 
jured. 

Tue mait, ‘The transportation of the mail in coaches, 
at thie time, amounts to 6,507,818 miies in one year; and 
On the Ist of January next it will be increased to 6,785,810 
miles. The whole yearly transportation of the mail, in 
cvaches, sulkies, and on horseback, amounts to about 
15,700,000 miles. 

Vou. XXXVII—No, 16. 





-—-— 





Vineinzta Convention. The tollowing resolution 
was adopted in committee of the whole on Saturday last, 
and will, for the present, close the discussion on the basis 
of representation. Mr. Madison has several times ad- 
dressed the assembly, and been listened to with the great- 
est attention; we wiil hereafter publish his remarks, 

Resoived, ‘Vhat the legislature shall have power to re- 
arrange the representation in both houses of the general 
assembly once in every — years upon a fair average of the 
following ratios, viz. Ist. Of white population: 2nd. Of 
the federal numbers. 

The convention has transferred its sittings to the Pres» 
byterian church, in consequence of the meeting of the 
legislature, which commenced its session on Monday 
last. Gov. Giles’ message is solely confined to loeal in- 
terests, and he recommends an ‘‘increasing spirit of mu- 
tual conciliation and concession” to the parties interested 
in remoddling the constitution. 





Lancaster, Pa. ‘There were two celebrations of the 
election of Mr. Wolf, at Lancaster. We are entirely ig- 
norant about what parties differed, and why there should 
have been two of them on the occasion. One is called 
the *‘democratic celebration,”? by the ‘‘democratic citi- 
zens” of the county, at the ‘*Democratic gardens,” ‘in 
honor of the glorious triumph of democracy;” and it is 
said that ihe ‘*democrats assembled” met as brethren of 
the great “democratic family” to reorganize the **demo- 
cratic party” and resume the ‘‘democratic name”’—ac- 
knowledging no other than the **democratic,” and rally~ 
ing only under the *‘democratic flag.” 

The Lancaster Intelligencer of the 24th gives four 
columns of toasts drunk at this meeting, and apologizes 
that the remainder are omitted “for waut of room.”? But 
in the toasts already published, amounting to the goodly 
number of about 110, the word **democrat” or democrat- 
ic” is used about eighty times, and “aristocratic” very 
frequently. ‘lhe toastshave mainly reference to local 
matters, not understood by us—except that they shew 
a strong attachment to Mr. Ingham, secretary of the trea- 
surv, and much opposition to general Barnard, one of 
the senatorsfrom Pennsylvania. 

P. S. We have the remainder of the toasts inthe “In- 
telligencer” of the Ist inst. They fill four columns more, 
of about thirty toasts each—total reported to be drunk at 
this dinner, two hundred and thirty! This may not be 
the precise number, for we counted them by columns, 
and applied multiplication to them; so the number is 
given with sufficient accuracy for all ordinary reese. 
By the same rule, the word **democrat” or ‘*democrat- 
ic,” was used in the additional toasts about 64 times— 
total, ene hundred forty-four times —*12 times 12,—Coek- 
or” 

These last toasts more clearly indicate the political 
character of the meeting. It would seem to have been 
one of Mr. Calhoun’s fr. ends, as a candidate for the pre- 
sidency, and as if opposed to Mr. Buchanan, the member 
of congress from the district, gen. Bernard, one of the 
senators, to a distinguished citizen of western Pennsy!- 
vania and gen. Porter, as shewn in these toasts: 

‘*The federal faction in this state now secretly organ- 
izing an opposition to Jackson, to be called the ‘‘repub- 
lican party.”” Wonder whetherthey mean to run 4 cer- 
tain disappointed expectant for the secretary of the trea- 
sury, as next vice president? Wonder, also, whether 
our own *‘distinguished member’ will ever be sent to the 
United States senute?” 

‘““General George B. Porter, the unfortunate victim 
of ingratitude! How could the ungrateful general Jack- 
son overlook his mighty efforts in his behalf—~his elo 
quent Yellow Springs’ speech—his letter to the six del- 
egates—and, oh! most ungrateful of all! how could he 
resist the powerful influence the ‘‘distinguished mem- 
ber” exerted in his fayor!”’ 
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We have not seen an account of the proceedings of 
the other party—nor sre we a party to either of the 
meetings; but the drinking of two hundred and thirty 
toasts ai one sitting, isa circumstance that ought to be 
ReeisTeReD, asthe ne plus ultra of things of the sort. 

New York. A writer in the Philadelphia Aurora, 
speaking of education, says—‘*Vhe state of N. York, act- 
ing in belief that knowledge is power, now takes the lead 
in the great and important concern of educating her im- 
mense population. 

‘In 1816 she had but forty thousand, but in 1828 no 
Jess than 468,205 of her children attended her common 
schools, which were under the supervision of forty-nine 
thousand school officers, and for the support of which the 
sum of 568,986 dollars was expended; all which is inde- 
pendent of her colleges, academies and numerous private 
schools, and it is no exaggeration to say, that within that 
state, six hundred thousand children from 4 to 16 years of 
age, are now receiving instruction st an annual expense of 
ove million of dollars, and I will venture to assert that no 
stook in that state will finally produce a mere certain or 

reatey interest than this sum invested in knowledge and 
virtue. 

‘*Her canals are great: very productive, but her excel- 
lent extensive public schools are infinitely greater, and 
are the brightest diamonds in her escutcheon.” 





Fisascts or Georeta. The annual treasury report 
was submitted to the legislature on the 7thulimo. The 
receipts for the year ending 3ist October, 1829, were, 
$271,611 08—the amount remaining in the treasury on 
1st Nov. 1828, was $631,529 36—making a total of 
$903,140 44. The = ER EAE of the last political year, 

including $517,088 46, paid to the Central Bank), were 
712,063 94. Remaining in the treasury, $191,076 50. 
he appropriations for county academies amounted to 
$14,302 44—poor school fund, $742 58. 


Commence or France. The number of vessels clear- 
ed at all the principal ports of France for the first nine 
months of 1829, was 776—same months of 1828, 724— 
do. of 1827, 604. Arrivals in 1820, 1,139—do, 1828, 
978—do. 1827,993. Quantities of various merchandize 
imported during the first nine months of the current and 
two preceding years:— 








Sugar. Coffee. 
~.¢ hs an \ 
‘Ss = os eS ES. 
2 Ss ss 3 eS 2 a3 
, S$ Seg Ses SSE §3 5, 
2 ; > oftwy SRS LS Ms ss 
c=} g= % 3 ess ems Os i S 
> — oe) S 23 Ss ad S 3 
~ S° Rx ORQ™ S&S 2 ~~ 
1829 126,700 220,020 21,532 17,262 29,681 75,197 
1828 109,800 192,892 17,905 16,813 43,483 93,273 
1827 98,200 128,883 25,380 12,705 41,683 114,668 


Bales U. Bales Bales Total Ashes Cocoa 
S. cotton. Brazil do. Egypt.other sorts. casks. bags. 
1829 165,358 17,307 209 667 13,210 15,543 16,369 
1828 121,797 11,620 180,435 29,200 11,904 33,582 
1827 196,240 18,023 238,807 62,423 12,013 30,790 


Tea Tobacco Rice Pepper Indizo 

boxes. hhds, tes. Am. bags. casks, ceroons. 
1829 10,179 858 19,080 33,542 6,453 2,167 
1828 8,266 2,123 17,991 64,817 7,650 2.050 
1897 13,841 5,075 7,455 35,985 5,353 1,607 


Duties oN cory, The fluctuations in the amount of 
the duty on foreign wheat during the last twelve months, 
have been very extraordinary. The duty has been as 
low as Is per quarter, and as high as 26s $d within that 
time. The following table of these fluctuations is inter- 
esting and curious:— 





Ss. d, Ss. d. | 
iG week’sdaty at 1 Oj} 6 weeks at 21 8 
1 ditto < - 62 C8 1 ditto .. ©. s 
1 gilta oe 6866 8 | 1 ditto ee 22 8 
5 ditto ** 10 81) 1 ditto oc 2 8 
10 ditto “* 15 8411 ditto “ 62568 
5 ditto *« 16 S8I1 ditto = 
3 ditto “ig § ' Liverpool AMbion. 











[We insert the preceding for reference—to show the 
forced, or artificial state of things in “rrEx TRAD,” ce 
“eo — th 

/OMMUNICATION WITH THE PaciFic. In giving tho fe ds 
annexed notice of a monthly communication establisher at 
with Panama, we state that Mr. B. Burrows, throug} al 
whose enterprise this has been effected, sails himeelf to. la 
morrow for Caurthagena, and thence will proceed to Pa. w 
nama; and that, in the course of the ensuing year, he ex. 

— to establish monthly packets between Lima and 
anama, When that is completed, the communication re 
between New York and Lima may be effected in forty He © 
days. — x {New York American. as 
_ Wotice to the pares. A regular monthly communica J 5 
lion is now established from this city to Panama, in the 
Pacific ocean; and all letters post paid, directed to m ti 
care, will be forwarded to Panama monthly, free of ex. St 
pense; from which place they will be sent by the Ame. at 


rican consul to their destination. al 
Vessels, by touching off the port of Panama, withou Be “ 
expense, can be certain of their letters reaching New el 


York in about thirty days, and cam receive letters from fe 0 
the United States in this short period of time. [t will 

be very important to whaling and sealing yessels to be- ee 
come acquainted with this information; and editors are IE 


requested to give publicity to the same. th 
SILAS E. BURROWS. r 
New York, November, 1829. i) 


oe m 


FRENCH MINISTERS. Since the restoration in 1815, JB 5" 
there have been in France— ‘ 


7 ministers of justice— et 

8 ministers of the interior— “m 

8 ministers of finance— la 

9 ministers ot foreign affairs— yar 

11 ministers of war, of 

9 ministers of the marine. g av 

~_— om 

52 ¥ w. 
The names of all which are given in the statement 

before us—the most ot which are already torgotten even FR “' 


in France—eaxcept by those who have held or hunted ofi- B® 
ces. Many have been the triumphs of the ing and outs! - 
Now, one set was in all its glory teeding on the treasury, & 
and then another, and yet another succeeded! — - 
In the same time we have had— 
4 secretaries of state—Messrs. Monroe, Adams, Clay 


and Yan Buren. i 
4 secretaries of the treasury—Messrs. Dallas, Craw- 
ford, Rush and Ingham. at 
3 secretaries of the navy—Messrs. Crowninshieli, 
Southard and Branch. fe 
5 secretaries of war—Messrs. Crawford, Calhoun, : 
Barbour, Porter and Eaton. ; 
5 attorneys general— Messrs, Rush, Wirt and Berrien, I 


f 
19 

Five of these are the present incumbents, Messrs. Van 
Buren, Ingham, Eaton, Branch and Berrien. 

» Three, Messrs. Monroe, Adams and Calhoun, retired 
trom the departments because that the two first were 
elected president and the last vice president of the Uni- 
ted States. 

One, Mr. Crawford, retired beeause of bad health. 

One, Mr. Barbour, resigned on being appointed minis- 
ter to Great Britain. 

‘T'wo, Messrs. Crawford and Rush, were transferred 
from one department to those regarded as having higher 
rank. 

Two, Messrs. Dallas and Crowninshield retired o! 
their own wish—and 


—_— => 


— 





Five only, the present incumbents, were brought into Be 
office, and all in March last, because of a change in the : 
administration or policy of the country; and yet the pe- 


riod takes in a part of the administration of Mr. Maili- 
son, the whole of those of Messrs. Monroe and Adams, Fe \ 
and a pert of that of gen. Jackson. h 
Six offices in France, however, are compared with only Bi 
5 in the United States—but the changes in the first were 
radical; only im the appointments of the present pres Be, 
dent, in the iast. 
PortueaL. Anattempt to destroy, by poison, the so!- 
diery of the 13th regiment, stationed at Madeira, haste: Bi; 





en, 


'W the 


ee 
— os -_-- oo 





n discovered; the poison was communicated 
= ene Poe bread furnished by the contractor—one hun- 
= 1} dred soldiers instantly felt its effects, but none had died 
lished at the latest dates. hey were suspected of constilution=- 
rongh [ee alism. ‘This event has caused great excitement in the is- 
elf jand,—the troops have revolted, and treat the authorities 
to Pa. with but little respect—misery and distress prevails. 
le ex. ‘ atlas ‘ie octt on he quia.’ Whe 
a and CoLomMBIA. The interior is said to be quiet. ie 
cation rebellion in the province of Antioqua, headed by gen. 

fort Cordova, was quelled by a detachment of troops sent 
an. against him by Bolivar. In a skirmish, previous to the 
unica surrender of his partisans, gen. Cordova was killed. 
in the The secretary of foreign affairs has received the defini~ 
om tive treaty of peace, concluded with Perwon the 22d of 
f ex. September. It has been submitted to the council of 
Ames state for ratification. The armistice between the two 

armies expired about the period the treaty was conclu- 
ithout fe ded. On the ist ot August Don Augustin Gamarra was 

New elected provisionary president, and gen. Lafuente vice 
from resident of the republic of Peru. 

t will Since the above was written, a letter has been received 
10 be» fee Washington which states that gen. Puez was about to 
"9 are proclaim Venezuela ‘‘separate, free and independent of 
iherestof Colombia.”” “Che Colombian press has been 
VS relieved of its shackles, and a tree discussion of the priv- 
i ciples of men and measures is desired by the govern- 
ment, under a pledge that, however strong the expres- 

181; fp sions used, they will pass without censure. é 
’ & ‘Che Iris de la Paz, journal of Bolivia, contains a de- 
leree, dated L6th July, 1829, of general Santacruz, “grand 

‘marshal president of the republic of Bolivia,” by which 

he establishes all authority and responsibility in himsell, 

‘and organizes the state upon fine promises of protection 

‘ of the Catholic religion, independence and liberty. He | 

avers in the preamble, that the republic was disorganized 
inevery department and interest, and that his first duty 
| was to save it froza utter ruin. 
ment | General Harrison arrived at Carthagena, from Bogota, 
even fe onthe 10th Nov, He was to take passage in the sloop 
dofi- eo! war Natchez, for the U. S. which was daily expected 
outs! to arrive at that place. 
asury, a oT a A iteen 
: RUSSIA AND TURKEY. 

Clay SEPARATE ACT. — . 
os Relating to the principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia, 
Craw- In the name of Almighty God! The two high con- 

tracting powers, at the same time that they confirm all 
shield. the stipulations of the separate actof Ackermann, relative 


to the forms to be observed on the election of the hospo- 
ars of Moldavia and Waliachia, have recognised the ne- 
essity Of giving to the administration of those provin- 
esa more durable basis, and one more in harmony with 











houn, 










neat heir true interests. With this view it has been, and is 
lefinitively resolved, that the reign of the hospodars 
5 Van Seal not as formerly be limited to 7 years, but they shall 
? be invested with the dignity for life, except in the ease of 
etired free and unconstrained abdication, or of an explusion 
were [ee consequence of crimes committed as detailed in the 
Cai said separate act. A é 
; The hospodars are to administer the internal govern- 
th. ent of their provinces, with the assistance of their divan, 
minis: Meec°ording to their own pleasare, but without permitting 
hemselves any fraction of the rights guaranteed to the 
ferred wo countries by treaties or hattif scherifs, nor shall their 
higher tdministration be disturbed by any command tending to 
he violation of those rights. 
red of The sublime porte obliges itself conscientiously to keep 
watch that the privileges granted to Moldavia and Wal- 
nt into feechia shall in no way be violated by the neighboring gov- 
in the [ee'20rs, and that these shall in no way be allowed to in- 
he pe- erfere in the affairs of those two provinces; also to pre- 
Madie JE oot the inhabitants of the right bank of the Danube from 
dams, & taking excursions upon the territory of Moldavia and 
Vallachia, Allisles siiuated nearest to the left bank of 
h only he Danube are to be considered as part of the territory 
t were bf those provinces, and to the poiut where it enters the 
presi- toman territory to the point of its confluence with the 
‘Tuth, the channe) of the Danube is to form the bounda- 
he sol- |S Of the two principalities. ne 
has re fo provide the more securely for the more inviolability 


' the Moldavian and Wallachian territory, the sublime 
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porte engages to retain no fortified point upon the left 
bank of the Danube, not to permit any settlement thers 
of its Mahomeian subjects. It .is aceordingly irrevoca- 
bly fixed that no Mahometan shall ever be allowed te 
have his residence in Moldavia or Wallachia, and that 
only merchants provided with firmans shall be admitted 
for the purpose of buying, on their own account, such ar» 
ticles as may be required for the consumption of Con- 
stantinople. 

The Tarkish cities situated on the left bank of the Dan- 
ube are to be restored to Wallachia, to remain incorpo- 
rated with that principality; and the fortifications previ- 
ously existing on that bank are never to be repaired. 
Mahometans possessing landed property either in those 
cities, or upon any point left of the Danube, provided 
they have not unlairly become possessed thereof (nan 
usurpes sur des particuliers) shall be bound to sell such 
property to natives within 18 months, 2) 

The government of the principalities being entitled tp 
all the priveleges of independence in their internal admin- 
istration, it shall be lawful for the same to draw sanatary 
cordons, and to establish quarantine stations along the 
line of the Danube, and wherever else it may seem ne- 
cessary; nor shall any strangers, be they Christians or 
Mahometans, have a right to consider themselves above 
/an exact compliance with such quarantine regulations. 
For the execution of the quarantine duty, the protection 
of the frontiers, the maintainance of order in the cities 
and in the open country, and for the purpose of obedi- 
ence to their decrees, the government of each principali- 
ty shall be permitted to maintain a sufficient military 
force. ‘The numerical force of these troops is to be de- 
termined by the hospodars and their respective divans, 
upon the basis of former examples. 
| ‘The sublime porte animated by an earnest wish to see 
| cure to the two principalities every species of prosperity 

which they ave capable of enjoying, and being aware of 
(the abuses and oppression occasioned by the contribu- 
tions for the supply of Constantinople, and the victual- 
,ling of the fortresses of the Danube, renounces, in the 
most complete and unconditional manner, its rights io 
this respect. Moldavia and Wallachia are accordingly 
for ever relieved cf all those coutributions of corn, pro- 
| Visions, cattle, and timber, which they were formerly 
‘bound to furnish. Nor shall in any case Jaborers be de~ 
'manded from those provinces for any forced service 
i(corvee). In order, however, in some degree to indem- 
|nify the grand seignorial treasury for the losses whith 
| muy be sustained by this renunciation of rights, Molda- 
'via and Wallachia are bound, independently of the year- 
_ly tribute paid under the denomination of Kharadsh Idiye, 
‘and Rakiabiye, by virtue of the hattif scherif of 1822, to 
| pay the sublime porte yearly, a pecuniary indemnity, the 
amount of which is hereafter to be determined. More- 
| over, upon every fresh nomination of a hospodar, in con- 
sequence of death, resignation, or deposition, the princi- 
pality where thatevent occurs shall be bound to pay to 
the sublime porte, a sum equal to the yearly tribute of 
the province. With the exception of these sums, na 
iribute or present of any kind shall, under any pretext 
whatever, be demanded from the hospodars. 

In consequence of the abolition of the above special 
contributions, the inhabitants of the principalities are to 
enjoy av unliinited treedom of trade for all the produc- 
tions of their soil and industry (as stipulated by the sep- 
arate act of thetreaty of Ackermann), the same not to be 
liable to any other restraint, except such as the hospo- 
| dars, with the consent of their divans, may consider ne~ 

cessary fo the due provisioning of the country; they shall 

be allowed to navigate the Danube with their own vessels, 
being provided with passports from their own govern- 
ment, and it shall be lawful for them to proceed for the 
purpose of trade to the other harbors and ports of the 
sublime porte, without suffering any persecution from 
the collectors of the Kharadsh, and without be:ng expos- 
ed to any other act of oppression whatever. Seats 

Duly considering, moreover, all the burdens which it 
has been necessary for Moldavia and Wallachia to sup 
port, the sublime porte, animated by a proper feeling of 
humanity, consents to release the inhabitants from the 
yearly tribute, payable to the treasury for the space of 
two years, to be reckoned from the day of the total evac~ 
uation of the principalities by the Russias troops. 


-_—— 
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Finally, the sublime porte, animated by the wish to 
secure in every possible way the {nture prosperity of the 
two principalities, binds itself to confirm every adminis- 
trative measure which, during their occupation by the 
Russian army, may have been decreed, in conformity to 
a wish expressed in the assemblies of the principal inhabi- 
tants of the country, such decrees serving thenceforward as 
the basis of the internal administration of those provinces: 
provided always that such decrees donot in any way in- 
fringe upon the rights of sovereignty vested in the sub- 
lime porte. 

On this account we, the undersigned plenipotentiaries 
of his majesty the emperor and padishah of all the Rus- 
sias, have conjointly with the plenipotentiaries of the sub- 
lime Ottoman porte, regulated and fixed the points re- 
specting Moldavia and Wallachia, the same being a con- 
tinuation of article 5 of the treaty of peace concluded at 
Adrianople, between us and the Ottoman plenipotentia- 
vies. 

Done at Adrianople, 2d (14th) September, 1829. 

{Signed) Count ALEXIS ORLOFF. 
Count F. V. PAHDEN. 
Confirmed in, the original copy by 
Count DIEBITSCH SABALKANSKY, 
Commander-in-chief of the 2d army. 
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THE BRITISH POST OFFICE. 

In 1655 the postage of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
was farmed of the parliament by John Manley, esq. 
for £10,000 per annum, and received its first organiza- 
tion from Cromwell, as a genera! post office. ‘Three years 
afterwards Charles [i, confirming the regulations of the 

rotector, settled the revenue from it on the duke of 

ork, the produce in 1665 being £21,500. ‘Ten years 
afterwards this amount was doubled, and it still continu- 
ed to ineresse until the reign of William and Mary, 
when it was considerably influenced by the hostile or 
tranquil state of the country. Therevenue, which du- 
ving the eight years of war only averaged £67,222 a year, 
produced in the succeeding four years of peace on an 
average, £82,319 annually. A similar effect was expe- 
vienced during the reign of Anne, when the war post- 
age was £60,000 and in years of peace about £90,000. 
This disproportion has been reversed, and the last years 
of war were those in which the post office were the most 
productive. Onthe union of England with Scotland, in 
1710, a general post office was established, which inclu- 
ded, besides Great Britain and Ireland, the West India 
and American colonies. This extension of the post office 
increased the revenue to £111,461. What proportion ot 
this‘sum was produced by the respective countries does 
not appear; but there is reason to believe that it was al- 
most entirely Irish and English, for even so late as be- 
tween 1730 and 1740 the post was only transmitted 
three days a-week, between Edinburgh and London; and 
the metropolis on one occasion only sent a single letter, 
which was for an Edinburg banker named Ramsay. The 
most remarkable event in the history of the post office, 
previously to its present removal and scale of magnifi- 
cence, is the plan suggested by Mr. Palmer, in the year 
1784, of sanidiin the letters by the coaches instead of the 
old custom of transmitting thera by post-boys on horse- 
back. From this moment the prosperity of the post 
office commenced; and the revenue which at first was not 
more than £5,000a year, and which after the revolution 
of two centuries only produced, £146,400 annually, 
yielded 30 years afterwards, a net revenue of nearly 
1,700,000. Nor was it only by increasing the revenue 
that Mr. /Palmer’s plan was beneficial, for answers are 
returned to letters in half the time, and with a degree 
of punctuality never experienced before; the expense 1s at 
lessrate per mile than on the old plan; and when the 
plan has been so far carried into effect, that the mail 
coaches had travelled above 40,000,000 miles, not a sin- 
gle robbery had been committed or a passenger insulted. 





FINANCES OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
Balance of cash in the treasury Ist. Nov. | 
1828 $93,343 593 
Product of taxes 2,298 814 


Balances—sales of land near 
Raleigh 1,291 37 
Of J. McRae, money loaned 2,000 00 





8 

Bonds for sale of lands and ne- f 

groes 9,581 60 a 
Rent of public land 100 00 
Interest 532 93 

17 ) J 

Tax on bank of Newbern, 1 vseideal 
per centum on the stock 6,182 ] 
Cape Fear 5,928 ] 


Dividend on stock, state bank 
24 per cent. for 12 mo. 6,910 
Cape Fear— 
4 per cent, 40 “ 
Newbern 
4 per cent. 620 





— 7,570 vf 
Buncome turnpike com- 

pany 400 
Amount of taxes received of sheriffs, the 

revenue of 1828, payable in the trea- 

sury Ist October, 1829, and not other- 
wise appropriated. 64.337 55 


om 





An aggregate of 

Deduct didliapeeaatn’ oh the treasury 
from the Ist of November, 1828, to e 

the Ist of November, 1829, for which ; 

vouchers have been delivered to comp- i 

troller, and by himallowed, 121,151 00 F 


195,165 12! 





Shewing the balance of cash remaining 
in the public treasurer’s hands to the 


first of Nov. 1829, to be $74,014 191 





The disbursements during that peried, and thus de- ‘ 
ducted, consist of the following items: 


















< 
t 
£ 
General assembly 39,704 63 
Executive department 3,046 77 
Treasury department 2,606 9; 
Comptroller’s department 1,278 7) 
Department of state 1,374 50 
Adjutant general’s office 223 0; 
Public printers 900 0 
Executive council 87 . 
Judiciary 23,878 51 . 
Arsenal 200 0 
Sheriffs for settling taxes 937 5i 
Congressional elections §27 3 
Electoral elections 1,396 0 
Electors 391 ie ' 
Repairs of state house 279 ie S 
Public library 112 5 ’ 
State bank of N. Carolina for deterred pay- ; 
ment 3,356 ie | 
Pensioners 880 WW 1 
Miss Udney M. Blakeley 600 i 
Surveying and selling Cherokee lands 1,165 i 
Romulus M. Saunders, commissioner 47 4 ‘ 
Roanoke Navigation Company Ist 2d and 
3d instalments, as directed to be paid by a 
resolution of 1828 “ 15,000 
Governor’s house 748 im 
Expenses for surveying and selling land and t 
negroes of the late public treasurer 3 ; 
Contingencies 4,476 , 
Treasury notes burnt 17,781 d 
Money burnt 130 , 
Bogue banks 18 : 
a t 
$121,151 } 
The internal improvement fund shews an aggregate & , 
$21,289 704—of nich 6,559 00 remained from the | ; 
year. The disbursements of the present amounted | 
$12,949 224—balance on hand 8,440 48. This fund d 


made up of dividends in certain shares of bank stocks 
cially appropriated, and sales of certain lands that ! f 
longed to the Cherokees. ; 

he literary fund shews a general te, in han 





Of the executors of John Har- 
wood, (late treasurer), 1,599 26 


of 17,029 244—a small balance of the agricultural fu" 
being added to it 











~~ ae 
id 








From the foregoing estimates, (says the public trea- 
surer), the cash remaining in the public treasury to the 
frst of Nov. 1829, and for which the treasurer is account- 
able, consists of the following sums: 

Amount of cash on hands as public trea- 




















> surer, $74,014 124 
3 97 Ditto treasurer of the board of internal 
" improvement, 8,440 48 
Ditto ditte literary fund, 16,308 18 
Ditto ditto agricultural fund, 721 064 
Aggregate 99,483 84} 
There has been deposited in 
the banks of this state, and re- 
mains to the credit of the pub- 
0 Of lic treasurer to the 1st of No- 
vember, 1829, the following 
) sums: ; 
State bank of N. Carolina at 
Raleigh, $45,840 92 
Bank of Newbern do. 22,260 43 
VAT Bank of Cape Fear at Fayette- 
: ville, 12,269 80 
adie $78,371 15 
Treasury notes remaining in 
the valle, 21,112 69; 
’ $99,485 34 

51 00 

— THE DISMAL SWAMP CANAL. 
: From the Norfolk Herald. 
,,[. Those who have not taken a ride on the banks of the 

14 12) canal for the last three or four years have an enviable 
“—— F > treat in store, and we would advise them to draw upon 
us de-B > it forthwith. We availed ourselves of an opportunity 

E. which offered on Friday week, to take a jaunt with one 

1704 63 of the directors of the company, to see this beautiful 
046 2 work, and, not having made a similar reconnotzance, 
606 . since 1824, we were struck with surprise at the magni- 
3278 Wp tude of the work that has been done, and the many im- 
374 5 provements which have been made since that period; nor 
223 03 were we less astonished that an object so dear to the in- 
900 (TS terests and so worthy of the admiration of the people of 
| 87 of Norfolk, should have excited so little of their curiosity 

287 8 il —hundreds of them never having seen it up to this day, 
200 0! though it would only cost them a ride of 8or9 miles 
od ‘ | (0 procure that gratification. 

) 396 ar The magnitude of the work cannot be conceived by 
391 fee those who have not actually seen it. The basin at Deep 
979 ee creek isa beautiful sheet of water halt a mile in length 
112 5 and fifteen feet above the level of tide water: the locks 


constructed of stone in the best style of workmanship. 


3.956 9 For nearly two miles the left bank is piled up with cy- 


880 WW pressand juniper shingles, pales, and other lumber, the 
600 0 stories of the contiguous swamp. We were fortunate 
1.165 if ™® passing along the banks when a larger number of ves- 
47 Sige Sels than usual were on the canal; it was a cheering sight. 
Eight of these, schooners and sloops of from 50 to 50 

» tons, belonging to the adjoining district in North Caro- 

5.000 (ee fina, and were employed in the transportation of lum- 
“7949 jim ver to the northern market—formerly by the tedious, 


| hazardous, and expensive sea route, but now through the 
short, safe, and expeditious channel ofthe canal. ‘Three 


3 of ; 
4.476 Sie Of these vessels were returning from Baltimore and 
7.781 Stee Alexandria; the remainder were bound for those ports, 
"130 Sime Unless they could find purchasers at Norfolk. Two of 
0 


the transportation company’s boats were, at the same 
time, descending the canal, with produce from the Roan- 
oke. The advantage of this canal to the eastern section 
of North Carolina is immense. It not only affords them 
a safer and more expeditious navigation than that through 
Ocracock, but the choice of a greater number of mar- 
kets for their produce: and it will be the means of in- 
creasing their coasting trade, and the sale of their pro- 
ductions beyond calculation. 

We pursued our journey along the canal 11 miles, over 
4road that McAdam himself could not improve, when 
we came to the junction ofthe North West canal, the cut- 
ting of which is in active progress. ‘This canal connects 
North West river, (which empties into Currituck sound, 
'n North Carolina), with the main canal, requiring a cut 
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of six miles, and will open an avenue to market for the 
vast stores of timber in that section, so important for na- 
val purposes, besides the various other products of the 
country. We traced the whole line of this new work 
to its outfall at N. W. river, commencing at which, two 
miles of the canal have been cut, 24 feet in width, to 
contain 4 feet water; beyond this there remains about a 
mile to cut entire, at the end of which space commences 
the old waste ditch of the D. S. canal, 12 feet wide, which 
will be followed and enlarged to the proper dimensions; 
this continues 24 miles further to the locks, from which 
to the main canal, about three quarters of a mile, the 
cutting is complete. ‘There are now 240 hands employ- 
ed on this canal, and the work that has been doné is 
highly creditable to the directors of the company, and 
those who have had the immediate superintendence of 
it. The workis expected to be finished and in Opera- 
tion by the Ist of July next. 

[One important matter concerning this canal is not men- 
tioned. Ateither end there is a water-power of fifteen 
feet fall; and asa scarcity of water for the uses of the 
canal cannot be apprehended, what noble sites are here 
a cp for manufactures, especially those of cotton. 

Ve cannot suppose that this valuable power will long re- 


‘main unoceupied, particularly that part which is near 
Norfolk. } 


TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS—IST SESSION. 
LIST OF MEMBERS 
Of the senate and house of representatives of ihe United 
States. 
SENATE. 


Maine. 
Peleg Sprague, 
John Holmes. 
New Hampshire. 
Samuel Bell, 


North Caroiina. 
James fredell, 
Vacant. 

South Carolina, 
Robert Y. Hayne, 


Levi Woodbury. 
Massachiuseits. 
Nathaniel Silsbee, 
Daniel HW ebster. 
Connecticut. 
Calvin Willey, 
Samuel A. Foot. 
Rhode Isiand. 
Nehemiah R. Knight, 
Asher Robbins. 
Vermont. 
Dudley Chase, 
Horatio Seymour. 
New York. 
Nathan Sanford, 
E. B. Dudley. 
New Jersey. 


+Theo. Frelinghuysen, 


Mahlon Dickerson. 


William Smith, 
Georgia. 
tGeorge M. Troup, 
John Forsyth. 
Kentucky. 
+George M. Bibb, 
John Rowan. 
Tennessee. 
Hugh L. White, 
*Felix Grundy. 
Ohio, 
Benjamin Ruggles, 
Jacob Burnet. 
Louisiana. 
F.dward Livingston, 
Josiah S. Johnston. 
Indiana. 
William Hendricks, 
James Noble. 


Pennsylvanii, Mississippi. 
William Marks, Powhatan Ellis. 
Isaac D. Barnard. Vacant. 

Delaware. Minis. 
John M. Clayton, John McLean, 
Vacant. lias K. Kane. 

Maryland. Alabama. 


Ezekiel F. Chambers, 
Samuel Smith. 

Virginia. 
Littleion W. Tazewell. 
John Tyler. 


"William R. Ling, 
John Mc Kinley. 
Missouri. 
David Barton, 
Thomas HH. Benton. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
«Maine. 
James W. Ripley 
Joseph F. Wingate 
One vacancy. 


John Anderson 
Samuel Butman 
*George Evans 
Rufus McIntire 
New Hampshire. 
Jonathan Harvey 
*Henry Hubbard 
*John W. Weeks. 
Muassachusetis. 
*George Grennel}, jr. 
James L.. Hodges 


*John Broadhead 
*Thomas Chandler 
*Joseph Hammons 


John Bailey 
Isaac C, Bates 
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‘B. W. Crowninshield 


—- 


*Joseph G. Kendall 


John Davis John Reed 
Henry W. Dwight Joseph Richardson 
Edward Everett John Varnum. 


Benjamin Gorham 


Rhode Istand. 


Tristam Burges 


Dutee J. Pearce. 


Connecticut. 


Noyes Barber 


*William W. Ellsworth 


*Jabez W. Huntington 


*William Cahoon 
Horace Everett 
Jonathan Hunt 


Ralph J. Ingersoll 
*William L. Storrs 
*Ebenezer Young. 


Vermont. 


Rollin C. Mallary 
Benjamin Swift. 


New York. 


+William G. Angel 


Michael Hoffman 


*Benedict Arnol *Perkins King 
*Thomas Beekman *James W. Lent 
* Abraham Bockee John Magee 


*Peter J. Borst 

C. C. Cambreleng 
*Timothy Childs 
*Henry B. Cowles 
+Heetor Craig 
*Jacob Crocheron 
*Charles G. De Witt 


Henry C. Martindale 
*Thomas Maxwell 
+Robert Monell 
*Ebenezer F. Norton 
*Gershom Powers 
+Robert S. Rose 
+Ambrose Spencer 


John D. Dickenson Henry R. Storrs 
Jonas Earll, jr. James Strong 
*George Fisher Phineas L. Tracy 


*Isanc Finch 
*Jehiel H. Halsey 


John W. Taylor 
Gulian C. Verplanck 


*Joseph Hawkins *Campbell P. White. 
New Jersey. 

*Richard M. Cooper Isaac Pierson 

Lewis Condict James F. Randolph 

*Thomas H. Hughes Samuel Swann. 
Pennsylvania. 

James Buchanan *George G. Leiper 


*Thomas H. Crawford 
Richard Coulter 
*Joshua Evans 
*James Ford 
Chauncey Forward 
Joseph Fry, jr. 
Innes Green 
*John Gilmore 
+Joseph Hemphii! 
*Peter Ihrie, jr. 
*Thomas Irwin 


*Wm. McCreery 


.™ Alem Mar 


Daniel H. Miller 
“Henry 4. Muhlenburg 
William Ramsey 

* John Scott 

+Thomas H, Sill 
*Samuel A. Smith 
John B. Sterigere 
*Philander Stephens 
Joel B. Sutherland 


Adam King One vacancy. 
Delaware. 
Kensey Johns, jr. 
Maryland. 


*Elias Brown 
Clement Dorse 
*Benjamin C. Howard 
+George E. Mitchell 
*Benedict 1. Semmes 


Mark Alexander 
Robert Allen 
William S. Archer 
William Armstrong 
John §. Barbour 
Phitip P. Barbour 
*Thomas T. Boulden 
Nathaniel H. Claiborne 
*Riehard Coke, jr. 
“Robert Craig 
Thomas Davenport 


*Richard Spencer 
Michael C. Sprigg 
George C. Washington 
Ephraim King Wilson. 


Virginia. 


*Phiilip Doddridge 
*William F. Gordon 
Lewis Maxwell 
William Mc Cov 
Charles F.. Mercer 
Thomas Newton 
John Roane 
Alexander Smyth 
Andrew Stevenson 
John Talliaferro 
James Trezvant. 


Nori Carolina. 


| Warren R. Davis 


ONGRESS. 
Starling Tucker. | 
William Drayton 
Georgia. 

Wiley Thompson 


“James M. Wayne 
Richard H. Wilde. 


*Thomas T. Foster 

Charles E. Haynes 

*Henry C. Lamar 

Wilson Lumpkin 

Kentucky. 

*John Kineaid 
Joseph Lecompte 
Robert P. Letcher 
Chittendon Lyon 
Charles A. Wickliffe 
Joel Yancey. 

Ohio. 
William Russe}! 
James Shields 
William Stanberry 
tJohn Thompson 
Joseph Vance 


Thomas Chilton 
James Clarke 
*Nicholas ). Coleman 
Henry Daniel 
*Nathan Gaither 
+Richard M. Johnson 





Mordecai Bartley 
*Joseph H. Crane 
, William Creighton, jr. 
James Findlay 
*John M. Goodenow 
*W illiam W. Irwin Samuel Findlay Vinton 
| *William Kennon Elisha Whittlesey. 
Tennessee. 
| John Bell *Cave Johnson 
} John Blair Prior Lea 
) David Crockett James K. Polk 
Robert Desha +James Standifer. 
Jacob C, Isacks 





Indiana, 
+Ratliff Boon +John Test. 
Jonathan Jennings 

Louisiana. 


*F.dward D. White. 





Henry H. Gurley 
1 *W. H. Overton 
Alabama. 

| *Clement C. Clay *R. EK. B. Baylor. 


*Dixon H. Lewis 


Filinois. Joseph Duncan. 
| Missourr. *Spencer Pettis. 
| Alississippi. *Thomas Hinds. 
| Michigan. *John Biddle. 
| Arkansas. Ambrose H. Sevier. 
| Florida. Joseph M. White. 


| Those members in 7talics, were absent on the calling 
of the roll on the Ist day of the session. *New mem: 
_ bers. 1 Members of a previous congress but not of the las 





SENATE. 

| December 7, 1829. ‘Vhe president pro tempore cf 
ithe senate, Mr. Smith, of Md. took the chair at 1? 
o’clok, and was informed by the seeretary that a quorui 
was present. 

Mr. White presented the credentials of Fei Grund), 
of Tennessee, vice J. J/, Eaton, resigned, which having 
been read, Mr. Grundy was qualified, and took his seat. 

George M. Troup, elected a senator in congress from 
| the state of Georgia, vice Cobb, resigned; rose to stalt 
| that he had inadvertently omitted to bring his eredentials. 
| The president pro tem. observed, that the production 
of the credentials was not absolutely necessary; and stlal- 





eda similar case which had previously occured. Mr. 
Troup was then qualified and took his seat. 
On motion of Mr. MVhite, it was 
| Ordered—That the secretary inform the house of re- 
| presentatives, that a quorum of the senate is assemble*, 
, and ready to proceed to business. 
On motion of Mr. White, it was 
Ordered--That when the senate proceed to the nom 
nation of the standing committees, the chairman of the 
| committee on finance shall be nominated by the commit 
tee, and not according to the rule of the last session. 
A message was received from the house of represents 


Sos See 


‘Thomas H, Hall 


Or 


Willes Alston 
Daniel L. Barringer 


*Robert Potter 
*Wm..B. Shepperd 


Samuel P. Carson Aug. H. Shepard 
Henry W. Conner *Jesse Speight 
*F.dmund Deberry Lewis Williams 
*Edwerd Dudley One vacancy. 


South Carolina. 
*Robert W. Barnwell George McDuffie 
*Jathes Blair William D. Martin 
“John Campbell William T. Nuckolls 





. 


tives, informing the senate that a quoram had assemble@; 
and that Andrew Stevenson, of the state of Virginis, 
had been re-elected speaker of the house. 

A message was received from the house of represent% 
tives, communicating a resolution, that a committee be 
appointed on the part of the senate, to join a committee 
appointed “j the house of representatives, to wait on the 
president of the United States, and inform him thut 4 
quorum of the two houses is assembled, and ready t0 
receive from him any communications he may be pleas 
ed to make to them. 
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On motion of Mr. White, it was 

Ordered—That the senate concur in the foregoing re- 
solution. 5 

On motion of Mr. White, it was 

Ordered—that the senate now adjourn, and meet to- 
morrow at 11 o’clock. 

December 8. Mr. Benton, from Missouri, attended. 
Mr. Forsyth, of Georgia, the successor of Mr. Berrien, 
also attended, and was qualified. 

Mr. White reported from the joint committee, that 
they had, according to order, waited on the presidcut of 
the United States, who replied that he would, to-day, at 
12 0’clock, make a communication to each house of con- 
"Tess. 

. On motion of Mr. //olmes, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary be instructed to cause 
the members of the senate to be furnished with such 
newspapers as they may respectively direct: Provided, 
(hat the expense for each meraber, during the present 
session, does not exceed the price of tliree daily papers. 

On motion of Mr. Holmes, it was 

Ordered, That the hour for the daily meeting of the 
senate, be 12 o’clock, until otherwise ordered. 

The president of the United States transmitted, by his 
private secretary, Mr. Donelson, the following 

MESSAGE: 
Fellow citizens of the senate 
and of the house of representatives: 

kt affords me pleasure to tender my friendly greetings 
to you on the eceasion of your ns at the seat of 
government, to enter upon the important duties to which 
you have been called by the voice of our countrymen. 
The task devolves on me, under a provision of the con- 
stitution, to present to you, as the federal legislature of 
twenty-lour sovereign states, and twelve millions of hap- 
py people, a view of our affairs; and to propose such mea- 
sures as, in the discharge of my official functions, have 
suggested themselves as necessary to promote the ob- 
jects of our union. 

In communicating with you for the first time, it is, to 
me, a source of unfeigned satisfaction, calling for mutual 
gratulation and devot thanks to a benign Providence, that 
we are at peace with all mankind; and that our country 
exhibits the most cheering evidence of general welfare 
and progressive improvement. Turning our eyes to 
other nations, our great desire is to see our brethren of 
the human race secured in the blessings enjoyed by our- 
selves, and advancing in knowledge, in freedom, and in 
social happiness. 

Our foreign relations, although in their general charaec- 
ter pacific and friendly, present subjects of difference be- 
(ween us and other powers, of deep interest, as well to 
the country at large as to many of our citizens. ‘To af- 
fect an adjustment of these shall continue to be the object 
of my earnest endeavors; and notwithstanding the diffi- 
culties of the task, I do not allow myself to apprehend 
unfavorable results. Blessed as our country 1s, with 
every thing which constitutes national strength, she is ful- 
p Bow: mere to the maintenance of all her interests. In 

lischarging the responsible trust confided to the execu- 
tive in this respect, it is my scttled purpose to ask nothing 
that is not clearly right, and to submit to nothing that is 
wrong; and I flatter myself, that, supported Ly the other 
branches of the government, and by the intelligence and 
patriotism of the people, we shall be able, under the pro- 
tection of Providence, to cause al} our just rights to be 
respected. 

Of the unsettled matters between the U. States and 
other powers, the most prominent are those which have, 
for years, been the subject of negotiation with England, 
France and Spain. The late periods at which our minis- 
ters to those governments left the U. States, render it im- 
possible, at this early day, to inform you of what has 
been done on the subjects with which they have been 
respectively charged. Relying upon the justice of our 
Views in relation to the points committed to negotiation, 
and the reciprocal good feeling which characterizes our 
intercourse with those nations, we have the best reason 
to hope for a satisfactory adjustment of existing differ- 
ences, 

With Great Britain, alike distinguished in peace and 
war, we may look forward to years of peaceful, honora- 
ble, and elevated competition. Every thing in the con- 
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dition and history of the two nations is calculated to in* 
spire sentiments of mutual respect, and to carry convic™ 
tion to the minds of both, that it is their policy to pre~ 
serve the most cordial relations: Such are my own views, 
and it is not to be doubted that such are also the prevail- 
ing sentiments of our constituents. Although neither 
time nor opportunity has been afforded for a full develop- 
ment of the policy which the present cabinet of Great 
Britain designs to pursue towards this country, I indulge 
the hope that it will be of a just and pacific character; 
and if this anticipation be realized, we may look with con- 
+ - a toa speedy and acceptable adjustment of our 
affairs. 

Under the convention for regulating the reference to 
arbitration of the disputed points of boundary under the 
filth article of the treaty of Ghent, the proceedings have 
hitherto beer conducted in that spirit of candor and libe- 
rality which ought ever to characterise the acts of sove- 
reign states, seeking to adjust, by the most unexceptionable 
means, important and delicate subjects of contention.— 
The first statements of the parties have been exchanged, 
and the final replication, on our part, is in a course of 
preparation. ‘This subject has received the attention de- 
manded by its great and peculiar importance to a pat- 
riotic member of this confederacy. ‘The exposition of our 
rights, already made, is such, as, from the high reputa- 
tion of the commiss‘oners by whom it has been prepared, 
we had aright to expect. Our interests at the court ot 
the sovereign who has evinced his friendly disposition, 
by assuming the delicate task of arbitration, have been 
committed to a citizen of the state of Maine, whose cha- 
racter, talents, and intimate acquaintance with the sub- 
ject, eminently qualify him for so responsible a trust. 
With full confidence in the justice of our cause, and in 
the probity, intelligence, and uncompromising indepen- 
dence of the illustrious arbitrator, we can have nothing to 
apprehend from the result. 

From France, our ancient ally, we have a right to ex- 
pect that justice which becomes the sovereign of a power- 
ful, intelligent and maguanimous people. The beneficial 
effects prodaced by the commercial convention of 1822, 
limited as are its provisions, are too obvious not to make 
a salutary impression upon the inds of those who are 
charged with the administration of her government.— 
Should this result induce a disposition to embrace, to 
their full extent, the wholesome principles which censti- 
tute our commercial policy, our minister to that court 
will be found instructed to cherish such a disposition, and 
to aid in conducting it to useful practical conclusions, 
‘The claims of our citizens for depredations upon their 
property, long sincé committed under the authority, and, 
in many instances, by the express direction, of the then 
existing government of France, remain urffatisfied; and 
must, therefore, continue to furnish a subject of unplea- 
sant discussion, aid possible collision, between the two 
governments. 1 cherish, however, a lively hope, found- 
ed as well on the validity of those claims, and the estab- 
lished policy of all enlightened governments, as on the 
known integrity of the French monarch, that the injari- 
ous delays of the past will find redress in the equity of 
the future. Our minister has been instructed to press 
these demands on the French government with all the 
earnestness Which is call for by their importance and ir- 
refutable justice; and in a spirit that will evince the re- 
spect which is due to the feelings of those from whom the 
satisfaction is required. 

Our minister recently appainted to Spain has been au- 
thorized to assist in removing evils alike injurious to both 
countries, either by concluding a commercial convention, 
upon liberal and reciprocal terms; or by urging the ac- 
ceptance, in their full extent, of the mutually beneficial 
provisions ot our navigation acts. He has also been in- 
structed to make a further appeal to the justice of Spain, 
in bchalf of our citizens, for indemnity for spoliations up- 
on our commerce, committed under her authority—an 
appeal which the pacific and lib-ral course observed on 
our part, and a due confidence in the honor of that go- 
vernment, authorize us to expect will not be made in 
vain. 

With other European powers, our intercourse is on 
the most friendly footing. In Russia, placed by her ter- 
ritorial limits, extensive population, and great power, 
high in the rank of nations, the United States have al. 
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ways found a steadfast friend. Although her recent in- 
vasion of ‘Turkey awakened a lively sympathy for those 
who were exposed to the desolations of war, we cannot 
but anticipate that the result will prove favorable to the 
cause of civilization, and to the progress of human hap- 
piness, The treaty of peace between these powers hav- 
ing been ratified, we cannot be insensible to the great 
benefit to be derived by the commerce of the United 
States, from unlocking the navigation of the Black Sea— 
a free passage into which is secured to all merchant ves- 
sels bound to ports of Russia under a flag at peace with 
the porte. This advantage, enjoyed upon conditions, by 
most of the powers of Europe, has hitherto been with- 
held from us. During the past summer, an antecedent, 
but unsuecessful attempt to obtain it, was renewed un- 
der circumstances which promised the most favorable re- 
sults. Although these results have tortunately been 
thus in part attained, further facilities to the enjoyment 
of this new field for the enterprize of our citizens are, in 
my opinion, sufficiently desirable to ensure to them our 
most zealous attention. 

Our trade with Austria, although of secondary import- 
ance, has been gradually increasing; and is now so extend- 
ed, as to deserve the fustering care of the government. A 
negotiation, commenced and nearly compicted with that 
power, by the late admmmistration, has been consummat- 
ed by a treaty of amity, navigation and commerce, which 
will be laid before the senate. 

During the recess of congress, our diplomatic relations 
with Portugal have been resumed. ‘The peculiar state 
of things in that country, caused a suspension of the re- 
cognition of the representative who presented himself, 
until an opportunity was had to obtain from our official 
organ there, information regarding the actual, and, as far 
as practicable, prospective condition of the authority by 
which the representative in question was appointed.— 
This information being received, the application of the 
established rule of our goverument, in like cases, was no 
longer withheld. 

Considerable advances have been made, during the 
present year, in the adjustment of claims of our citizens 
npon Denmark for spoliations; but all that we have a right 
to demand from that government, in their behalf, has 
not yet been conceded, From the liberal footing, how- 
ever, upon which this subject has, with the approbation 
of the aisknnats, been}placed by the government, together 
with the uniformly just and friendly disposition which has 
been evinced by his Danish majesty, there is a reasonable 
ground to hope that this single subject of differerce will 
speedily be removed. 

Our relations with the Barbary powers continue, as they 
have long been, of the most favorable character. The 
policy of keeping an adequate force in the Mediterranean 
as security for the continuance of this tranquillity, will be 
persevered fn; as well as a similar one for the protection 
ef our commerce and fisheries in the Pacific. 

The southern republics, of our own hemisphere, 
have not yet realised all the advantages for which 
they have been so long struggling. We trast, how- 
ever, that the day is not distant, when the restora- 
tion of peace and internal quiet, under permanent sys- 
tems of government, securing the liberty, and promoting 
the happiness of the citizens, will crown, with complete 
success, their long and arduous efforts in the cause of self- 
government, and enable us to salute them as friendly ri- 
vals in all that is truly great and glorious. 

The reeent invasion of Mexico, and the effect thereby 
produced upon her domestic policy, must have a con- 
trolling influence upon the great question of South Amer- 
ican emancipation, We have seen the fell spirit of civil 


dissension rebuked, and, perhans, forever stifled in that} 


republic, by the love of independence. Lf it be true, as 
appearances strongly indicate, that the spirit of indepen- 
dence is the master spirit, and if a corresponding senti- 
ment prevails in the other states, this devotion to liberty 
cannot be without a proner effect upon the counsels of the 
mother country. ‘The adoption, by Spain, of a pacific 
policy towards ber former colonies—an event consoling 
to humanity, and a blessing to the world, in which she 
herself cannot fail largely to participate—may be most 
yeasonably expected. 

The claims of our citizens upon the South American 
fovernments, generallv, are ina tram of settlement; while 
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the principal part of those upon Brazil have been adjuat. 
ed, and a decree in council, ordering bonds to be issued 
by the minister of the treasury for their amount, has re. 
ceived the sanction of his imperial majesty. This even 
together with the exchange of the ratifieations of the trea. 
ty negotiated and concluded in 1828, happily terminates 
all serious causes ot difference with that power. 

Measures have been taken to place our commercig! 
relations with Peru upon a better footing than that upon 
which they have hitherto rested; and if met by a proper 
disposition on the part of that government, important 
benefits may be secured to both countries. 

Deeply interested as we are in the prosperity of our 
sister republics, and more particularly in that of our im. 
mediate neighbor, it would be most gratifying to me, 
were I permitted to say, that the treatment which we 
have received at her hands has been as universally friend. 
ly as the early and constant solicitude manifested by the 
United States for her success, gave us a right to expect. 
But it becomes my duty to inform you that prejudices, 
long indulged by a portion of the inhabitants of Mexico 
against the envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States, have had an unfortunate influ- 
ence upon the affairs of the two countries, and have di- 
minished that usefulness to its own which was justly to 
be expected from his talents and zeal. ‘To this cause, 
in a great degree, is to be imputed the failure of several 
measures equally interesting to both parties; but particu- 
larly that of the Mexican government to ratify a treaty 
negotiated and concluded in its own capital and under 
its own eye. Under these circumstances, it appeared 
expedient to give to Mr. Poinsett the option either to 
return or not, as, in his judgment, the interest of his 
country might require; and instructions to that end were 
prepared; but, before they could be despatched, a com- 
munication was received from the government of Mexi- 
co, through its charge d’affairs here, requesting the recall 
of our minister. ‘This was promptly complied with; and 
a representative of a rank corresponding with that of the 
Mexican diplomatic agent near this government was ap- 
pointed. Our condnet towards that republie has been 
uniformly of the most friendly character; and having thus 
removed the only alleged obstacle to harmonious inter- 
course, | cannot but hope that an advantageous change 
will oceur in our affairs. 

In justice to Mr. Poinsett, it is proper to say, that my 
immediate compliance with the application for his recall, 
and the appointment of his successor, are not to be as- 
cribed to any evidence that the imputation of an impro- 
per interference by him, in the local politics of Mexico, 
was well founded; nor to a want of confidence in his 
talents or integrity; and to add, that the truth of that 
charge has never been affirmed by the federal govern- 
ment of Mexico, in its communication with this. 

ITconsider it one of the most urgent of my duties to 
bring to your attention the pronexty of amending that 
part of our constitution which relates to the election of 
president and vice president. Our system of government 
was, by its framers, deemed an experiment; and they, 
therefore, consistently provided a mode ot remedying 
its defects. 

To the people belongs the right of electing their chief 
magistrate: it was never designed that their choice should, 
in any case, be defeated, either by the intervention of 
electoral colleges, or by the agency confided, under cer- 
tain contingencies, to the bouse of representatives, Ex- 
perience proves, that, in proportion as agents to execute 
the will ot the people are multiplied, there is danger of 
their wishes being frustrated. Same may be unfaithful: 
all are iabletoerr. So far, therefore, as the people ean, 
with convenience, speak, it is safer tor them to express 
their own will. 

The number of aspirants to the presidency, and the 
diversity of the interests which may mfluence their 
claims, leave litthe reason to expect a choice in the first 
instance: and, in that event, the election must devolve 
on the house of representatives, where, it is obvious, the 
will of the people may not be always ascertained; or, if 
ascertained, may not be regarded, From the mode of 
voting by states, the choice is to be made by twenty-four 
votes; and it may eften oceur, that one of these may be 
controlled by an individual representative. Honors 
and offices are at the disposal of the successful candidate, 
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peated ballotings may make it se OQ that a single 
individual holds the cast in his hand. May he not be 
ternpted to name his reward? But even without vor- 
ruption—supposing the probity of the representative to 
be proof against the powerful motives by which he may be 
assuiled—the will of the people is stili consiantly liable 
to be misrepresented. One may err from ignorance of 
the wishes of his constituents; snother, from a conviction 
that it is his duty to be governed by bis own jodgmacert o} 
the fitness of the candidates: finally, although wih were 
inflexibly honest—all accurately miormed of the wishes 
of their constituents—yet, under the present mode of 
election, a minority may often elect a president: and 
when this happens, it may reasonably be expected that 
efforts will be made on the part of the majority to rectify 
this injurious operation of their institutions. But al- 
though no evil of this character should result from such 
a perversion of the first principle of our system—that the 
majority ts to govern—It must be very certain thata pre- 
sident elected by a minority cannot enjoy the confideace 
necessary to the successful discharge ot his duties. 

In this, as in all other matters of public concern, poli- 
ey requires that as few impediments as possible should 
exist to the free operation of the public will. Let as, 
then, endeavor so to amend our system, that the office 
of chief magistrate may not be conferred upon any cit 
ven but in pursuance of a fair expression of the will ot 

ajority. 

“Tonal Seavafore recommend such an amendment of 
the constitution as may remove ail intermediate agency 
in the election of president and vice president. The 
mode may be so regulated as to preserve to each state 
its present relative weight in the election; and a failure in 
the first attempt may be provided for, by confin‘ng the 
second to a choice betwen the two highest candidates. 
In connexion with such an amendment, it would seem 
advisable to limit the service of the chief magistrate to a 
single term, of cither four or six years. It, however, it 
should not be adopted, it is worthy of consideration 
whether a provision disqualil; ing tor office the pepreseit- 
tatives In congress on whom such an election may have 
dercived, would not be proper. 

While members of congress can be constitutionally ap- 
pointed to offices of trust and profit, it will be the prac- 
tice, even under the most conscientious adherence to 
duty, to select them for such stations as they are believ- 
ed to be better qualified to fill than other citizens; but 
the purity of our government would doubtless be pro- 
moted by their exclusion from all appointments in the 
gift of the president in whose election they may have 
been Officially concerned. The nature of the judicial 
office, and the necessity of securing in the cabinet and in 
diplomatic stations of the highest rank, the best talents 
and political experience, should, perhaps, except these 
from the exclusion. 

There are perhaps few men who can for any great 
Jength of time enjoy office and power, without being more 
or less under the influence of feelings unfavorable toa 
faithful discharge of their public duties. ‘Their integzi- 
ty may be proof against improper considerations imme- 
diately addressed to themselves; but they are apt to ac- 
quire a h»bit of looking with indifference upon the pub- 
le interests, and of tolerating conduct from which an un- 
practised man would revolt. Office is considered as a 
species of property; and government, rather as a means 
of promoting individual interests, than as an instrument 
created solely for the service of the people. Corruption 
in some, and in others, a perversion of correct feelings 
and principles, divert government trom its legitimate 
ends, and make it an engine for the support of the few 
at the expense of the many. The duties of all public 
officers are, or, at least, admit of being made, so plain 
and simple, that men of intelligence may readily qualify 
themselves for their performance; and [ cannot but be- 
lieve that more is Jost by the long continuance of men in 
office, than is generally to be gamed by their experience 
I submit therefuve to your consideration, whether the effi- 
ciency of the government wouid not be promoted, and of- 
ficial industry and integrity bettcr secured, by a general 
extension of the law which limits appointments to four 
years. 

In a country where offices are created solely for the 
benefit of the people, no one man has any more intrinsic 


right to official station than another. Offices were not 
established to give support to particular men, at the pub- 
lie expense. No individual wrong is therefore done by 
removal, since neither appointment to, nor continuance 
in, office, is matter of right. The incumbent became an 
officer with a view to public benefits; and when these re- 
quire his removal, they are not to be sacrificed to pri- 
vate interests. It is the people, and they alone, who 
have « right to complain, when a bad officer is substitut- 
ed for a good one. Ue who is removed has the same 
means of ebtainiag a living, that are enjoyed by the mil- 
lions who never held office. The proposed limitation 
would destroy the idea of property, now so generally 
connected with official station; and although individual 
distress may be sometimes produced, it would, by pro- 
moting that rotation which constitutes a leading principle 
in the republican creed, give healthful action to the sys- 
tem. 


No very considerable change has occurred, during the 
recess of congress, in the condition of either our agricul- 
ture, commerce, or manufactures. ‘The operation of the 
tariff has not proved so i jurious to the two former, or as 
beneficial to the fatter, as wasantieipated. Importations 
of foreign goods have not been sensibly diminished; 
while domestic corapetition, under an illusive excitement 
has increased the production much beyond the de- 
mand for home consumption. The consequences have 
been low prices, temporary embarrassment, and partial 
loss. That such of our manufacturing establishments as 
ure based upon capital, end are prudently managed, will 
survive the shock, and be ultimately profitable, there is 
no good reason to doubt. 


To regulate its conduct, so as to promote equally the 
prosperity of these three cardinal interests, is one of the 
most difficult tasks of government; and it may be regret- 
ted that the complicated restrictions which now embarrass 
the intercourse of nations, could not by common consent 
be abviished, and counmmerce allowed to flow in th; 


use 
: weed. (4.2% : wtp 
ichannels te which imaividual enterprise—always its 


surest guide—micht direct it. But we must ever expect 


seitish legislation in other nations; and are therefore com- 
pelled to adapt our own to their regulations, in the man- 
ner best caiculated to avoid serious injury, and to har- 
monize the conflicting interests of our agriculture, our 
commerce, and our manutactures. Under these impres- 
sions, I invite your attention to the existing tariff, be- 
lieving that some of its provisions require modification. 

The general rule to be applied in graduating the da- 
ties upon articles of foreign growth or manufacture, is 
that which will place our own in fair competition with 
those of other countries; and the inducements to advance 
even a step beyond this point, are controlling in regard 
to those articles. which are of primary necessity in time 
of war. When we refiect upoe the difficulty and deli- 
cacy of this operation, it is important that it should never 
be attempted but with the utmost caution. Frequent 
legislation in regard to any branch of industry, affecting 
its value, and by which its capital may be transferred to 


new channels, must always be productive of hazardous 
speculation and loss. 


In deliberating, therefore, on these interesting sub- 
jects, Jocal teelings and prejudices should be merged in 
the patriotic determination to promote the great interests 
of the whole. All attempts to connect them with the 
party conflicts of the day are necessarily injurious, and 
should be discountenanced. Our action upon them 
should be under the control of higher and purer motives. 
Legislation, subjected to such influences, can never be 
Just; and will not long retain the sanction of a people, 
whose active patriotism is not bounded by sectional lim- 
its, nor insensitje to that spirit of concession and for- 
bearance, which gave life to our political compact, and 
still sustains it Discarding all calculations of political 
ascendancy, the north, the south, the east, aud the west, 
shouid unite in dia nishing any barthen, of which either 
may justly complain. 

The agricultural interests of our country is so essential- 
ly connected with every other, snd so superior in import- 
ance to them all, that it is scarcely necessary to invite to 








it your particular attention. It is prneipally as manufac- 
tures and commerce tend to increase the value of agri- 
eultural productions, and to extend their application to 
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the wants and comforts of society, that they deserve the 
fostering care of government. 

Looking forward to the period, not far distant, when a 
sinking fund will no longer be required, the duties on 
those articles of importation which cannot come in com- 
petition with our own productions, are the first that 
should engage the attention of congress in the modifica- 
tion of the tariff. Ofthese,tea and coffee are the most 
prominent: they enter largely isto the consumption of 
the country, and have become articles of necessity to all 
classes. A reduction, therefore, of the existing duties, 
will be felt as a common benefit; but, like all other leg- 
islation connected with commerce, to be efficacious, and 
not injurious, it should be gradual and certain. 

The public prosperity is evinced in the increased rev- 
enue arising from the sales of the public lands; and in the 
steady maintenance of that produced by imposts and ton- 
nage, notwithstanding the additional duties imposed by 
the act of 19th May, 1828, and the unusual importations 
in the early part of that year. 

The balance in the treasury on the 1st of January, 
1829, was five millions nine hundred and seventy-two 
thousand four hundred and thirty-five dollars and eighty- 
one cents. The receipts of the current year are estima- 
ted at twenty-four millions six hundred and two thousand 
two hundred and thirty dollars, aud the expenditures for 
the same time at twenty-six millions one hundred and 
sixty-four thousand five hundred and ninety-five dollars; 
leaving a balance in the treasury, on the Ist of January 
next, of four millions four hundred and ten thousand 
and seventy dollars and eighty-one cents. 

There will have been paid, on account of the public 
debt, during the present year, the sum of twelve millions 
four hundred and five thousand and five dollars and eigh- 
ty cents; reducing the whole debt of the government, 
on the first of January next, to forty-eight millions five 
hundred and sixty-five thousand four hundred and six 
dollars and fifty cents, including seven millions of five 

recent. stock, subscribed to the bank ofthe United 
States. The payment on account of the public debt, 
made on the first of July last, was eight millons seven 
hundred and fifteen thousand four hundred ond sixty-two 
dollars and eighty-seven cents. li was apprehended that 
the sudden withdrawal of so large a sum from the banks 
in which it was deposited, at a time of unusual pressure 
in the money market, might cause much injury to the in- 
terests dependent on bank accommodations. But this 
evil was wholly averted by anearly anticipation of it at 
the treasury, aided by the judicious arrangements of the 
officers of the bank of the United States. 

This state of the finances exhibits the resources of the 
nation in an aspect highly flattering to its industry; and 
auspicious ot the ability of government, ina very short 
time, to extinguish the public debt. When this shall be 
done, our population will be relieved from a considerable 
portion of its present burthens; and wil find, not only 
new motives to patriotic affection, but additional means 
for the display of individual enterprise. ‘The fiscal pow- 
er of the states will also be increased; and may be more 
extensively exerted in favor of education and other pub- 
lic objects: while ample means will remain in the federal 
government to promote the general weal, in all the 
modes permitted to its authority. 

After the extinction of the public debt, it is not proba- 
ble that any adjustment of the tariff, upon principles satis- 
factory to the people of the union, will, until a rermote 
valid, if ever, leave the government without a consider- 
able surplus in the treasury, beyond what may be requir- 
ed for its current service. As then the period approach- 
es When the application of the revenue to the payment 
of debt will cease, the disposition of the surplus will 
present a subject for the serious deliberation of congress; 
and it may be fortunate for the country that it is yet to 
be decided. Considered in connexion with the difficulties 
which have heretofore attended appropriations for pur- 
poses of internal improvement; and with those which 
this experience tells us will certainly arise, whenever 
power over such subjects ed be exercised by the gene- 
ral government; it is hoped that it may lead to the adop- 
tion of some plan which will reconcile the diversified in- 
terests of the states, and strengthen the bonds which 
unite them. Every member of the union, in peace and 


in war, willbe benefitted by the improvement of inland 
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navigation and the construction of highways in the sever- 
al states. Let usthen endeavor to attain this benefit jp 
a mode which will be satisfactory to all. That hitherto 
adopted has, by many of our fellow-citizens, been de. 
precated as an infraction of the constitution; while by 
others it has been viewed as inexpedient. All feel that 
it has been employed at the expense of harmony in the 
legislative councils. 

‘fo avoid these evils, it appears to me that the most 
safe, just, and federal disposition which could be made 
of the surplus revenue, would be its apportionment 
among the several states according to their ratio of repre- 
sentation; and should this measure not be found war- 
ranted by the constitution, that it would be expedient to 
propose to the states an amendment authorising it. 1 re- 
gard an appeal to the source of power, in cases of rea) 
eoubt, and where its exercise is deemed indispensable 
to the general welfare, as among the most sacred of all 
our obligations. Upon this country, more than any other, 
has, in the providence of God, been cast the special 
guardianship of the great principle of adherence to writ- 
ten constitutions. If it fail here, all hope in regrad to it 
will be extinguished. That this was intended to be a gov- 
ernment of limited and specific, and not general powers, 
must be admitted by all; and it is our duty to preserve 
for it the character intended by its framers. If experience 
points out the necessity for an enlargement of these pow- 
ers, let us apply for it to those for whose benefit it is to 
be exercised; and not undermine the whole system by a 
resort to overstramed constructions. ‘The scheme 
worked well. It has exceeded the hopes of those wo 
devised it, and become an object of admiration to the 
world. We are responsible to our country, and to the 
glorious cause of self-government, for the preservation 
of so great agood. ‘The great mass of legislation relat- 
ing to our internal affairs, was intended to be left where 
the federal convention found it—in the state governments, 
Nothing is clearer, in my view than that we are chiefly in- 
debted for the success of the constitation under which 
we are now acting ,tothe watchful and auxiliary opera- 
tion of the state authorities. This is not the reflection of 
aday, but belongs to the most deeply rooted- convictions 
of my mind. I cannot therefore, too strongly or too 
earnestly, for my own sense of its importance, warn you 
against all encroachments upon the legitimate sphere of 
state sovereignty. Sustained by its healthful and invigor- 
ating influence, the federal system can never fall. 

In the collection of the revenue, the long credits au- 
thorized on goods imported from beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope are the chief cause of the losses at present 
sustained. If these were shortened to six, nine, and 
twelve months, and warehouses provided by govern- 
ment, sufficient to receive the goods offered in deposite 
for security and for debenture; and if the right of the 
United States to a priority of payment out of the estates 
of its insolvent debtors were more effectually secured— 
this evil would, in a great measure, be obviated. Anau- 
thority to construct such houses, is, therefore, with the 
proposed alteration of the eredits, recommended to your 
attention. 

It is worthy of notice, that the laws for the collection 
and security of the revenue arising from imposts, were 
chiefly framed when the rates of duties on imported goods 
presented much less temptation for illicit trade than at 
bhai exists. ‘There is reason to believe that these 
aws are, in some respects, quite insufficient for the pro- 
per security of the revenue, at.d the protection of the in- 
terests of those who are disposed toobservethem. The 
injurious and demoralizing tendency of a successful sys- 
tem of smuggling is so obvious as not to require eom- 
ment, and cannot be too carefully guarded against. I 
therefore suggest to congress the propriety of adopting 
efficient measures to prevent this evil, avoiding, however 
as much as possible, every unnecessary infringement of 
individual liberty, and embarrassment of fair and , lawful 
business. 

On an examination of the records of the treasury, I 
have been fureibly strack with the large amount of pub- 
lic money which appears to be outstandmg. Of the sum 
thus dae from individuals to the government, a consid- 
erable portion is undoubtedly desperate; and, in many 
instances, has probably been rendered so by remissness 
in the agents charged with its collection, By proper ex- 
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ertions, a great part, however, may yet be recoved; and, 
whatever may be the portions respectively belonging to 
these two classes, it behoves the government to ascer- 
tain the real state of thefact. Thiscan be done only by 
the prompt adoption of judicious measures for the col- 
lection of such as may be made available. It is believed 
that a very large amount hasbeen lost through the inade- 
quacy of the means provided for the collection of debts 
due to the public, ‘and that this inadequacy lies chiefiy in 
the want of legal skill, habitually and constantly employ- 
ed in the direction of the agents engaged inthe service. 
It must, I think, be admitted, that the supervisory pow- 
er over suits brought by the public, which is now vested 
in an accounting officer of the treasury, not seletted 
with a view to his legal knowledge, and encumbered as 
heis with numerous other duties, operates unfavorably 
to the public interest. : 

Itis important that this branch of the public service 
should be subjected to the supervision of such protession- 
al skill as will give it efficiency. ‘The expense attendant 
upon such a modification of the executive department, 
would be justified by the soundest principles of economy. 
1 would recommend, therefore, that the duties now as- 
signed to the agent of the treasury, so far as they relate to 
the superintendence and management of legal proceed- 
ings, on the part of the United States, be transferred to 
the attorney general; and that this officer be placed on 
the same footing, in all respects, as the heads of the other 
departments—receiving like compensation, and having 
such subordinate officers provided for his department, as 
may be requisite forthe discharge of these additional du- 
ties. ‘The professional skill of the attorney general, em- 
ployed in directing the conduct of marshals and district 
attorneys, would hasten the collection of debts now in 
suit, and hereafter save much to the government. It 
might be further extended to the superintendence of all 
criminal proceedings, for offences against the United 
States. In making this transfer, great care should be 
taken, however, that the power necessary to the treasu- 
ry department be not impaired: one of its greatest securi- 
ties consisting in acontrol over all accounts, until they 
are audited or reported for suit. 

In connexion with the foregoing views, I wou!d suggest, 
also, an inquiry, whether the provisions of the act of con- 
gress, authorizing the discharge of the persons of debt- 
ors to the government, from imprisonment, may not, 
consistently with the public interest, be extended to the 
release of the debt, where the conduct of the debtor is 
wholly exempt from the imputation of fraud. Some 
more liberal policy than that which now prevails, in ref. 
erence to this unfortunate class of citizens, is certainly 
due to them, and would prove beneficial to the country. 
The continuance of the liability, after the means to dis- 

charge it have been exhausted, can only serve to dispirit 
the debtor; or, where his resources are but partial, the 
want of power in the government to compromise and re- 
lease the demand, instigates to fraud, as the only resource 
for securing a support to histamily. He thus sinks mto 
astate of apathy, and becomes a useless drone in society, 
or a vicious member of it, if not a feeling witness of the 
rigor and inhumanity of his country. All experience 
proves, that oppressive debt is the bane of enterprise; and 
it should be the care of a republic not to exert a grind- 
ing power over misfortune and poverty. 

Since the last session of congress, numerous frauds on 
the treasury have been discovered, which I thought it 
iny duty to bring under the cognizance of the United 
States’ court for this district, by a criminal prosecution. 
it was my opinion, and that of able counsel who were 
consulted, that the cases eame within the penalties of the 
act of the 17th congress, approved Sd March, 1825, pro- 
viding for tbe punishment of frauds committed on the 
overnment of the United States. Either from some de- 
ect in the law or in its administration, every effort to 
bring the accused to trial under its provisions proved in- 
effectual; and the government wud 
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riven to the necessi- 
ty of resorting tothe vague and inadequate provisions of 
It is therefore my duty to call your at- 
tention to the Jaws which have been passed for the pro- 
If, indeed, there be no provision 
by which those who may be unworthily entrusted with 
its guardianship, can be punished forthe most flagrant 
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appropriation of the public funds to their own use, it is 
time to remedy so dangerous an omission. Or, if the 
law has been perverted from its original purposes, and 
criminals, deserving to be punished under its provisions, 
have been reseved by legal subtilties, it ought to be made 
so plain, by amendatory provisions, as to baffle the arts 
of perversion, aud accomplish the ends of its original en- 
actment 

Ir ene of the most flagrant cases, the court decided 
that the prosecution was barred by the statute which lim- 
its prosecution for fraud to two years. In this case all 
the evidences of the fraud, and indeed all knowledge 
thata fraud had been committed, were in. possession of 
the party accused, until after the two years had elapsed. 
Sarely the statute ought not torun in favor of any man 
while he retains al! the evidences of his crime in his own 
possession; and, least of all, in favor of a public officer 
who continues to defraud the treasury, and conceal the 
transaction for the brief term of two years. I would 
therefore recommend such an alteration of the law as 
will give the injured party and the government two 
years after the disclosure of the fraud, or after the accus- 
ed is out of office, to commence their prosecution. 

In connexion with this subject, I invite the attention of 
congress to a general and minu'e inquiry into the condi- 
tion of the government; with a view to ascertain what of- 
fices can be dispensed with, what expenses retrenehed, 
and what improvements may be made in the organiza- 
tion of its various parts, to secure the proper respon- 
sibility of public agents, and promote efficiency and jus- 
tice in all its operations. 

The report of the secretary of war will make you ac- 
quainted with the condition of our army, fortifications, 
arsenals, and Indian affairs. The proper discipline of 
the army, the training and equipment of the militia, the 
education bestowed at West Poimt, and the accumulation 
of the means of defence, applicable to the naval force; 
will tend to prolong the peace we now enjoy, and which 
every good citizen—more especially those who have felt 
the miseries of even a successful warfare—must ardently 
desire to perpetuate. , 

The returns from the subordinate branches of this ser- 
vice exhibit a regularity and order highly credible to its 
character; both officers and soldiers seem imbued with 
a proner sense of duty, and conform to the restraints 
of exact discipline with that cheerfulness which becomes 
the profession of arms. There is need, however of fur- 
ther legislation, to obviate the inconveniences specified 
in the report under consideration; to some of which it is 
proper that I should call your particular attention. 

The act of congress of the 2d March, 1821, to reduce 
and fix the military establishment, remaining unexecut- 
ed as it regards the command of one of the regiments of 
artillery, cannot now be deemed a guide to the executive 
in making the proper appointment. An explanatory 
act, designating the class of officers out of which this 
grade is to be filled—whether from the military list, as 
existing prior to the act of 1821, or from it, as it has been 
fixed by that act— would remove this difficulty. Itis also 
important that the laws regulating the pay and emolu- 
ments of officers generally, should be more specific than 
they now are. Those, for example, in relation to the 
paymaster and surgeon general, assign to them an annual 
salary of two thousand five hundred dollars, but are si- 
lent as to allowances which, in certain exigencies of the 
service, may be deemed indispenable to the discharge of 
their duties. This circumstance has been the authority 
for extending to them various allowances, at different 
times, under former administrations: but no uniform rule 
has been observed on the subject. Similar inconveniences 
exist in other cases, in which the construction put upon 
the laws by the ser accountants may operate unequal- 
ly, produce confusion, and expose officers to the odium 
of claiming what is not their due. 

I recommend to your fostering care, as one of your sa- 
fest means of national defence, the military academy.— 
This institution has already exercised the happiest influ- 
ence upon the mora} and intellectual character of our ar- 
my; and such of the graduates as, from various causes, 
may not pursue the profession of arms, will be scarcely 
less useful as citizens. Their knowledge of the military 
art will be advantageously employed in the militia ser- 














violation of duty, extending even to the most fraudulent 


vice; and ina measure, secure to that class of troops the 
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acuanngre which, in this respect, belong to standing ar- 


I would also Suggest a review of the pension law, for 
the ie of extending its benefits ¢o every revolution- 
soldier who aided in establishing our liberties, and 

who is unable to maintain himself in comfort. These 
relicks of the war of indeper,dence have strong claims 
upon their country’s gratituie and bounty. The law is 
defective, in not embr ating within its provisions all those 
who were, daring the: la‘ war, disabled from supporting 
themseives by mamual Yabor. Such an amendment would 
add but little (0 the, amount of pensions, and is called 
for by the S¥'Mp‘athies of the people, as well as by con. 
siderations of sound policy. Lt will be perceived that a 
large adsitign to the list of pensioners has been oceasion- 
ed by an order of the late administration, departing ma- 
rally from the rules which had previously prevailed. 

OLsidering it an act of legislation, I suspended its oper- 
a%son as soon as I was informed that it had commenced. 

ore this period, however, applications under the new 
regulation had been preferred, to the number of one hun- 
dred and fitty-iour: of which, on the 27th March, the 
date of its revocation, eighty-seven were admitted. For 
the amount, there was neither estimate nor appropria- 
tion; and besides this deficiency, the regular allowances, 
according to the rules which have heretofore governed 
the department, exceed the estimate of its late secretary, 
by about filty-thousand dollars: for which an appropria- 
¢ion is asked. 

Your particular attention is requested to that part of 
the report of the secretary of war which relates to the 
money held in trust for the Seneca tribe of Indians. It 
will be perceived that, without legislative aid, the execu- 
tive cannot obviate the embarrassments occasioned by 
the dimunition of the dividends on that fund; which ori- 

inally amounted to one hundred thousand dollars, and 
has recently been vested in United States’ three per cent. 
stock. 

The condition and ulterior destiny of the Indian tribes 
within the limits of some of our states, have become ob- 
jects of mach interest and importance. It has long been 
the policy of government to introduce among them the 
arts of civilization, in the hope of gradually reclaiming 
them from a wandering iife. This policy has, however, 
been coupled with another, wholly incompatible with its 
success. Professing a desire to civilize and settle them, 
we have, at the same time, lost no opportunity to pur- 
chase their lands, and thrust them further into the wil- 
derness. By this means they have not only been kept 
in a wandering state, but been led to look upon us as un- 


just and indifferent to their fate. Thus, though javish in its 


expenditures upon the subject, goverment bas constant- 
ly defeated its own policy; and the Indians in general, 
receding further and further to the west, have retained 
their savage habits. A porcion, however, of the south- 
ern tribes, having mingled much with the whites, and 
vmatie some progress in the arts of civilized lite, have 
Jately attempted to erect an independent government, 
within the limits of Georgia and Alabama. These states, 
claiming to be the only sovereigns within their territories, 
extended their taws over the Indians; which induced the 
latter to callupon the United States for protection. 
Under these circumstances, the question presented 
was, whether the general government had a right tu sus- 
tain those people in their pretensions? The constitu- 
tion declares, that, “no new state shall be formed or 
erected within the jurisdiction of any other state,’’ with- 
out the consent of its legisixture. If the general go- 
vernment is not permitted to tolerate the erection of a 
confederate state within the territory of one of the mem- 
bers of this union, against her consent, much less could 
it allow a foreign and independent government to estab- 
lish itself there. Georgia became a member of the con- 
federacy which eventuated in our federal union, as a 
sovereign state, always asserting her ciaim to certain lim- 
its; which having been originally dened m ber colonial 


by congress. There is no constitutional, conventional 
or legal provision, which allows them less power over 
the Indians within their borders, than is possessed by 
Maine or New York. Would the people of Maine per- 
mit the Penobscot tribe to erect an independent govern- 
ment within their state? and unless they did, would it 
not be the duty of the general government to support 
them in resisting such a measure?» Would the people 
of New York permit each remnant of the Six Nations 
within her borders, to declare itself an independant peo- 
ple under the protection of the United States? Could 
the Indians establish 4 separate republic on each of their 
reservations in Ohio? and if they were so disposed, would 
it be the duty of this government to protect them in the 
attempt? If the principle involved in the obvious an- 
swer to these questions be abandoned, it will follow that 
the objects of this government are reversed; and that it 
has become a part of its duty to aid in destroying the 
states which it was established to protect. 

Acwated by this view of the subject, 1 informed the 
Indians inhabiting parts of Georgia and Alabama, that 
their attempt to establish an independent government 
would not be countenanced by the executive of the Uni- 
ted States; and advised them to emigrate beyond the 
Mississippi, or submit to the laws of those states. 

Our conduct towards these people is deeply interesting 
to our national character. Their present condition, con- 
trasted with what they onee were, makes a most power- 
tul appeal to our sympathies. Our ancestors found 
them the uncontrolled possessors of these vast regions. 
By persuasion and foree, they have been made to retire 
from river to river, and from mountain to mountain; un- 
til some of the tribes have become extinct, and others 
have left but remnants to preserve, tor a while, their once 
terrible names. Surrounded by the whites, with their 
arts of civilization, which, by destroying the resources 
of the savage, doom him to weakness and decay; the 
fate of the Mohegan, the Narragansett, and the Dela- 
ware, is fast overtaking the Choctaw, the Cherokee, and 
the Creek. That this fate surely awaits them, if they 
remain within the limits of the states; does not admit of 
a doubt. Humanity and national honor demand that 
every effort should be made to avert so great a calamity. 
It is too late to inquire whether it was just in the United 
States to include them and their territory, within the 
bounds of new ststes whuse limits they could control. 
That step cannot be retraced. A state cannot be dis- 
membered by congress, or restricted in the exercise of 
her constitutional power. Buithe people of those states, 
and of ewery state, actuated by feelings of justice and 
regard for our national honor, submit to you the inter- 
esting question, whether something eannot be done, 
consistently with the rights of the states, to preserve this 
much injured race? 

As a means of effecting this end, | suggest for your 
consideration, the propriety of setting apart an ample 
district west of the Mississippi, and without the limits of 
any state or territory, now formed, to be guaranteed to 
the Indian tribes, as long as they shall occupy it: each 
tribe having a distinet control over the portion designated 
for its use. There they may be secured in the enjoy- 
ment of governments of their own choice, subject to no 
other control from the United States than such as may be 
necessary to preserve peace on the frontier, aud between 
the several tribes, There the benevolent may endeavor 
to teach them the arts of civilization; and by promoting 
union and harmony among them, to raise up an mteresi- 
ing commonwealth, destined to perpetuate the race, and 
to attest the humanity ansi justice of this goverament. 

This emigration should be voluntary: for it would be 
as cruel as unjust to compel the aborigines to abandon 
the graves of their taihers, and seek a home in a distant 
land. But they shouid be distinctly mformed that, if they 
remain within the mits of the states, they must be sub- 
ject to ther laws. In return for their obedience, as indi- 





viduals, they will, without doubt, be protected in the en- 


charter, and subsequently recoguised m the treaty of | joy ment of those possessions which they have improved 


peace, she has ever since continued to enjoy, except as by their industry. 


But it seems tome visionary to sup- 


they have been circumscribed by ber own voluntary {| pose, that, im this state of things, claims can be allowed 
transfer of a portion of her terriiory io the United | on tracts of country on which they have neither dwelt 


States, in the articles of cession of 1802, Alabama was 
admitted into the union on the same tooing with the 
original states, with boundaries which were prescribed 


nor made uaprovements, racrely because they heve seen 
them from the meuntain, or passed them in the ehase. 
Submitting to the laws of the states, and receiving, like 
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other citizens, protection in their persons and property, 
they will, ere long, become merged in the mass of our 
population. 

The accompanying report of the secretary of the navy 
will make you acquainted with the condition and useful 
employment of that branch of our service, daring the 
present year. Constituting, as it does, (he best standing 
security of this country against foreign aggression, it 
claims the especial attention of government. {n_ this 
spirit, the measures which, since the termination of the 
Jast war, have been in operatica for its gradual eularge- 
ment, were adopted; and it should continue to be cher- 
ished as the offspring of our national experience. It 
will be seen, however, that, notwithstanding the great 
solicitude which has been manifested for the perfect or- 
ganization of thisarm, and the liberality of the appro- 
priations which that solicitude has suggested, this object 
has, in many important respects, not been secured. 

In time of peace, we have need of no more ships of war 
than are requisite to the protection of our commerce. 
Those not wanted for this object, must lay in the harbors, 
where, without proper covering, they rapidly deeay; and, 
even under the best precautions for their preservation, 
roust soon become useless. Such is already the case 
with many of our finest vessels; which, though unfinish- 
ed, will now require immense sums of money to be re- 
stored to the condition in which they were, when com- 
mitted to their proper element. On this subject there 

can be bat little doubt that our best policy would be to 
discontinue the building of ships of the first and second 
class, and look rather to the possession of ample mate- 
rials, prepared for the emergencies of war, than to the 
nuimber of vessels which we can float in a season of peace, 
as the index of our naval power. Judicious deposites in 
navy yards, of timber and other materials, tashioned an- 
der the hands of skillful workmen. and fiited for prompt 
application to their various purposes, would enable us, 
at all times, to construct vesseis as fast as they can be 
manned; and save the heavy expense of repairs, except to 
such vessels as must be employed in guarding our com- 
merce. ‘The proper points for the establishment of these 
yards are indicated with so much force in the report of 
the navy board, that, in recommending it to your atten- 
tion, | deem it unnecessary to do more than express my 
hearty concurrence intheir views. ‘The yard in this dis- 
trict, being already furnished with most of the machine- 
ry necessary for ship building, will be competent to the 
supply of the two selected by the board as the best for 
the concentration of materials; and, from the facility 
and certainty of communication between them, it will be 
useless to incur, at these depots, the expense of similar 
machinery, especially that used in preparing the usual 
metallic and wooden furniture of vessels. 
Another improvement would be effected by dispens- 
ing altogether with the navy board, as now constituted, 
and substituting, im its stead, bureaus similar to those al- 
ready existing in the war departmeat. Each member of 
the board, transferred io the head of a separate bureau, 
charged with specific duties, would teel, in its highest 
degree, that wholesome respoasibiiity which cannot be 
divided without a far more than proporticnate diminu- 
tion of its foree. ‘heir valuable services would become 
still more so when separately appropriated to distinct 
portions of the great interests of the navy; to the prose 
perity of which each would be impeiled to devote him- 
self by the strongest motives. Under such an arrange- 
ment, every brauch of this important service would as- 
sume « more simple and precise character; its efficiency 
would be increased, and scrupulous economy in the ex- 
penditure of public money promoted. 

I would also recommend that the marine corps be merg- 
ed inthe artillery or infantry, as the best mode of curing 
the many defects in its organization. But little exceed- 


ing in number any of the regiments of infantry, (hat corps 


has, besides its lieutenant colonel commandant, five bre- 
vet lieutenant colonels, who receive the full pay and 


emoluments of their brevet rank, without rendering pro- 
Details for marine service could as 
well be made from the infantry, or artillery—there be- 


portionate service. 


ing no peculiar training requisite for it. 


ith these improvements, and such others as zeal- 
ous watchfulness and mature consideration ioay suggest, 


ministration of its affairs, the navy may soon be mate 

every thing that the nation wishes it tobe. Its efficiency 

in the suppression of piracy in the West India seas, and 

wherever its squadrons have been employed in securing 

the interests of the country, will appear from the report 

of the secretary, to which | refer you for other interest- 

ing details. Among these, I would bespeak the atten- 

tion of congress for the views presented in relation to 

the inequality between the army and navy as to the pay 

of officers. No such inequality should prevail between 

these brave defenders of their country; and where it does 
exist, it is submitted to congress whether it ought not to 
be rectified. 

The report of the postmaster general is referred to as 
exhibiting a highly satisfactory administration of that de- 
partment. Abuses have been reformed; increased ex- 

pedition in the transmission of the mail secured; and its 
revenue much improved. Ina political point of view, 

this department is chiefly important as affording the 
means of diffusing knowledge. It is to the body politic 
what the veins and arteries are to the natural—conveying 
rapidly and regularly, to the remotest parts of the sys- 
tem, correct information of the operations of the govern- 
ment, and bringing back to it the wishes and feelings of 
the people. Through its agency, we have secure to 
ourselves the full enjoyment of the blessings of a free 
ress. 

In this general survey of our affairs, a subject of high 
importance presents itself in the present organization of 
the judiciary. An uniform operation of the federal gov- 
ernment in the different states is certainly desirable; 
and, existing as they do in the union, on the basis of per- 
fect equality, each state has a right to expect that the 
benefits conferred on the citizens of others should be ex- 
tended to hers. The judicial system of the United 
States exists in all its efficiency in only fifteen members 
of the union: to three others, the cireuit courts, which 
constitute an important part of that system, have been 
imperfectly extended: and to the remaining six, alto- 
gether denied. ‘The effeet has been to withhold trom the 
inhabitants of the latter the advantages afforded (by the 
supreme court) to their fellow citizens in other states, in 
ihe whole extent of the criminal, and much of the civil 
authority of the federal judiciary. That this state of 
things ought to be remedied, if it can be done consistent- 
ly with the public welfare, is not to be doubted; neither 
is it to be disguised that the organization of our judicial 
system is at once a difficult and delicate task. To ex- 
tend the circuit courts equally throughout the different 
parts of the union, and, at the same time, to avoid such 
a multiplication of members as would evcumber the su- 
preme appellate tribunal, is the object desired. Per- 
haps it might be accomplished by dividing the circuit 
judges into two ciasses, and providing that the supreme 
court should be held by those classes alternately—the 
chief justice always presiding. 

If an extension of the circuit court system to those 
states which do not now enjoy its benefits should be de- 
termined upon, it wonid, of course, be necessary to re- 
vise the present arrangement of the circuits; and even if 
that system should not be enlarged, sach a revision is 
reeommended, 

A provision for taking the census of the people of 
the United States will, to ensure the completion of that 
work within a convenient time, claim the early attention 
of congress. 

The great and constant increase of business in the de- 
partment of state forced itself, at an early period, upon 
the attention of the executive. Thirteen years ago, it 
was, in Mr. Madison’s last message to congress, made 
the subject of an earnest recommendation, which has 
been repeated by both of his successors; and my compa- 
ratively limited experience has satisfied me of its justness. 
it has arisen from many causes, not the least of which is 
the large addition that has been made to the family of 
dependent nations, and the proportionate extension of 
our foreign relations. Che remedy proposed was the 
establishment of a home depariment—a measure which 
does net appear to have met the views of congress, on 
account of its supposed tendency to increase gradually, 
aud imperceptibly, the already two strong bias of the 
federal system towards the exercise of authority not 





there can be little doubt that, under an energetic ad- 


delegated to it. Iam not, therefore, disnosed to revire 
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the recommendation; but am not the less impressed with 
the importance of so organizing that department, that its 
secretary may devote more of Die time to our foreign re- 
lations. Clearly satisfied that the public good would be 
promoted by some suitable provision on the subject, I re- 
spectfully invite your attention to it. 

The charter of the bank of the United States expires 
in 1836, and its stockholders will most probably apply 
for a renewal of their privileges. In order to avoid the 
evils resulting from precipitancy in a measure involving 
-such important principles, and such deep pecuniary in- 
terests, [ feel that I cannot, in justice to the parties in- 
terested, too soon present it to the deliberate consider- 
ation of the legislature and the people. Both the consti- 
tutionality and the expediency of the law creating this 
bank are well questioned by a large portion of our fel- 
low citizens; and it must be admitted by all, that it has 
failed in the great end of establishing a uniform and sound 
currency. 

Under these circumstances, if such an institution is 
deemed essential to the fiscal operations of the govern- 
ment, I submit to the wisdom of the legislature whether 
a national ore, founded upon the credit of the govern- 
ment and its revenues, might not be devised, which would 
avoid all constitutional difficulties, and, at the same time, 
secure all the advantages to the government and country 
that were expected to result from the present bank. 

I cannot close this communication without bringing to 
your view the just claim of the representatives of com- 
modore Decatur, his officers and crew, arising from the 
re-capture of the frigate Philadelphia, under the heavy 
batteries of Tripoli. Although sensible, as a general 
rule, of the impropriety of executive interference under 
a government like ours, where every individual enjoys 
the right of directly petitiening congress; yet, viewing 
this case as one of a very peculiar character, 1 deem it 
my duty to recommend it to your favorable consideration. 
Besides the justice of this claim, as corresponding to 
those which have been since recognized and satisfied, it 
is the fruit of a deed of patriotic and chivalrous daring, 
which infused life and confidence into our infant navy, 
and contributed, as much as any exploit in its history, to 
elevate our national character. Public gratitude, there- 
fore, stamps her seal upon it; and the meed should not 
be withheld which may herealter operate as a stimulus 
to our gallant tars. 

I now commend yon, fellow citizens, to the guidance 
of Almighty God, with a full reliance on his merciful 
Providence for the maintenance of our free institutions; 
and with an earnest supplication, that, whatever errors 
it may be my lot to commit, in discharging the arduous 
duties which have devolved on me, will find a remedy in 
the harmony and wisdom of your counsels, 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

The message having been read, 

On motion by Mr. Rowan, it was 

Ordered, That 4,500 copies of the message, with 1,500 
copies of the documents, be printed for the use of the 
senate. 

The senate then adjourned. 

December 9. A resolution was received from the 
house of representatives, directing the appointment of 
iwo chaplains, of different religious denominations, to 
serve during the present session; in which the senate, on 
motion of Mr. While, concurred. 


On motion of Mr. /Vaodbury, the senate proceeded by 


ballot to the election of a chairman of the committee on 
finance; when Mr. Simith, of Md. was elected without 
opposition. — 

The president, (Mr. Smith of Md.) then announced 
the appomtment of the standing committees, as follows: 

On foreign relations—Mr. Tazewell, Mr. Sanford, 
Mr White, Mr. Bell, and Mr. King. 

ag rang tg Smith, of Md. Mr. Smith of S. C. 
Mr. Silsbee, Mr. King, and Mr. Johnston. 

On commerce—Mr. Woodbury, Mr. Johnston, Mr. 
Silsbee, Mr. Sanford, and Mr, Forsyth. 

On manufactures—Mv. Dickerson, Mr. Ruggles, Mr. 
Knight, Mr. Seymour, and Mr. Bibb. 

On agriculture—Mr. Marks, Mr. Willey, Mr. Noble, 
Mr. MeLean, and Mr. Seymour. 

On military affairs—Mr. Benton, Mr. Barnard, Mr. 
‘Tromp, Mr. Hendricks, and Mr, Livingston, 


oe or 


On the militia—Mr. Barnard, Mr. Tyler, Mr. Clay. 
ton, Mr. Dudley, and Mr. Noble. 

On naval affairs—Mr, Hayne, Mr. Tazewell, Mr. 
Robbins, Mr. Woodbury, and Mr. Webster. 

On public lands—Mr. Barton, Mr. Livingston, Mr. 
Kane, Mr. Ellis, and Mr. McKinley. 

On private land claims—Mr. Burnet, Mr. Barton, 
Mr. Kane, Mr. Grundy, and Mr. Sprague. 

On Indian affairs—Mr. White, Mr. Troup, Mr. 
Hendricks, Mr. Dudley, and Mr. Benton. 

On claims—Mr. Ruggles, Mr. Bell, Mr. Chase, Mr. 
Foot, and Mr. McLean. 

On the judiciary—Mr. Rowan, Mr. McKinley, Mr. 
Webster, Mr. Hayne, and Mr. Frelinghuysen. 

On the post office and post roads—Mr. Bibb, Mr. Bur- 
net, Mr. Forsyth, Mr. Ellis, and Mr. Seymour. 

On Pensions—Mr. Holmes, Mr. Foot, Mr. Chase, 
and Mr. Chambers. 

On the District of Columbia—Mr. Chambers, Mr. 
Tyler, Mr. Holmes, Mr. Clayton, and Mr. Sprague. 

On the contingent fund—Mr. Kane, Mr. Ire ell, and 
Mr. Knight. 

On engrossed bills—My. Marks, Mr. Willey, ant 
Mr.Grundy. 


On motion of Mr. Hendricks, it was 

Resolved, That a select committee, to consist of five 
members, be appointed on the subject of roads and canals, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Hendricks, Mr. Tyler, Mr. Webster, Mr. Dud- 
ley, and Mr, Ruggles, were appointed to be the com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Sanford, it was 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed tu 
consider the state of the current coins, and to report such 
amendments of the existing laws concerning coins, as may 
be deemed expedient. 

Mr. Sanford, Mr. Dickerson, “Mr. Livingston, Mr. 
Iredell, and Mr. Tazewell, were appointed tu be the 
committee. 

Mr. Ellis having announced the death of his colleague, 

the hon. Thomas B. Reed, of Mississippi, submitted the 
following resolutions, which were unanimously agreed 
to: 
Resolved, That the members of the senate, from a 
desire of showing every mark of respect to the memory 
of the hon. Thomas B. Reed, deceased, late a senator of 
this body, from the state of Mississippi,will go into mourn- 
ing for one month by wearing crape on the left arm. 

Resolved, That as an additienal evidence of respect to 
the memory of the hon. T'’homus B. Reed, the senate do 
now adjourn. 

Adjourned accordingly. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday, December 7. At 12 o’clock, the clerk pro- 
ceeded to call over the names of the members, there 
being 194, the clerk announced that a quorum was pres- 


speaker, and that the officers of the house would wait 
on members for their ballots. ‘Fhe ballots having been 
deposited, the clerk requested Mr. Ripley, of Maine, 
Mr. Condict of New Jersey, aad Mr. Polk, of Tennes- 
see, to act as tellers. 

The ballots having been counted, the tellers declared 
the following to be the result: 

The whole number of members voting, 191—neces- 
sary to a choice, 96. 

For Andrew Stevenson, 152—scattering, 39. 

So that Andrew Stevenson was declared to be duly 
elected speaker of the house. 

Mr. Stevenson being conducted to the chair by Mr. 
Newton, addressed the house in the following terms: 

Gentlemen: 1 receive this renewed and distinguished 
proof of the continued confidence and approbation of my 
country, with feelings of deep sensibility and unaffected 
gratitude; and since it is your pleasure that I should again 
preside over your deliberations, Laccept the trust with 
an earnest hope thatthe choice of the house may not 
prove injurious to its interests, or detrimental to its 
honor, 
| Of the importance and responsibility of this high office, 
| it is unnecessary to speak. It hasjustly been regarded, 
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»oth in relation to its elevation and the nature and ex- 
tent of its duties, as one ofthe most delicate and respon- 
sible trusts under the goverument! Indeed, the great in- 
crease of legislative business, both of a public and pri- 
yate nature, (occupying, as it doev, so larze a portion of 
the year), the number of this house, and the habit ot an- 
imated, protracted, and frequent debate, have, of late, 
tended very much to render the duties of the chair pecu- 
liarly arduous to the individual who fills it, and of in- 
creased importance to the public. 

How far it will be in my power to meet the expecta- 
tions of the house, by an able and enlightened discharge 
of the duties of this high station, it is not for me to say. 
Distrustful of my own abilities, | can promise bat little 
else than zeal and fidelity: I shall siirink from the per- 
formance of no duty, however paintul; shun no respons!- 
bility, however severe; my time and talents shall be de- 
yoted to your service; and, in pursuing the manly and 
steady course which duty directs, L shall, at least, be 
cheered and sustained by a consciousness of the pur- 
poses, and a confidence in the principles, which [ shall 
bring with me into this arduous service. On your part 
gentlemen, I shall expect and need your kind and cor- 
dial co-operation and that general confidence, without 
which all the efforts of authority would be nugatory: 
and [ entreat you to afford me that aid and support, in 
maintaining the established rules and o1 ders of the house, 
so necessary to the character and dignity of its delibera- 
tions, and the despatch of the business of the nation. 

In assembling again to consider the condition of our be- 
loved country, [ seize the occasion to offer you my cor- 
dial congratulations upon its prosperity and happiness, 
and the still more exalted destinies that await it. Whilst 
our relations with foreign powers are distinguished by 
alliances and good will, which serve but to render our 
friendship more valuable to each, and more courted by 
all; our situation at home, under the influence of virtuous 
and patriotic councils, is peaceful, united, and happy. 
Ifow long these blessings are to be enjoyed by us, and 
secured to our children, must depend upon the virtue and 
intelligence of the people, the preservation of our union, 
and the virtuous, liberal and enlightened administration 
of our free institations. 

That our confederate republic can only exist by the 
ties of common interest, and brotherly attachment; by 
mutual forbearance and moderation, (collectively and in- 
dividually ), and by cherishing a devotion to liberty and 
union, must be apparent to every candid mind; and as our 
fathers united their councils and their arms; poured out 
their blood and treasure in support of the common 
rights; and by the exertions of al/, succeeded in defend- 
ing the liberties of each, so must we, if we intend to con- 
tinue a free, united, and happy people, profit by their 
councils and emulate their illustrious example. 

How much wil! depend upon the conduct and deliber- 
ations of the national legislature, and especially of this 
house, itis not needful that [should admonish you. [need 
not, lam sure, remind you, gentlemen, that we are here 
the guardians anil representatives of our cntire country, 
and not the advocates of local aad partial interests. 

That national legislation, to be permanently useful, 
must be just, liberal, enlightened and impartial, ‘That 
ours is the high duty ot protecting all, and not a part; of 
maintaining inviolably the public faith; of elevating the 
public credit and resources of the nation; of expending 
the public treasure with the same care and economy that 
we would our own; of limiting ourselves within the pale 
of our constitutional powers, and regulating our mea- 
sures by the great principles contained in that sacred char- 
ter, and cherishing in our hearts the sentiment, that the 
union of the states cannot be too highly valued, or too 
watchfully cherished. 

These are some of the great landmarks, which sug- 
gest themselves to my mind, as proper to guide us in our 
legislative career. By these means, gentlemen, we shall 
hot only render ourselves worthy of the high trust confid- 
cil to us, but we shall endear to our people the princi- 
ples of their constitution and free institutions, and pro- 
mote a sentiment of union and action auspicious to the 
safety, glory, and happiness of our beloved and common 
country! 

The speaker then proceeded to swear in the members 
having himself been first sworn. . 


—_—_——_ 
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Mr. Ramsay, of Pennsylvania, submitted the follow ”* 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, Vhat Matthew St. Clair Clarke, clerk to 
the late house of representatives, be appointed clerk to 
this house. 

Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, said that he was informed 
that there would possibly be several other individuals 
who would be candidates for the office of clerk. He 
therefore proposed to postpone the election to #2 o’clock 
on Tisarsdny, to enable members to make up a judg~- 
ment upon the information which they might in the 
meantime receive of the characters of the various candi- 
dates. This officer, he said, was the chief contcoMing 
executive officer of this body; his situation was ene high- 
ly confidential andl responsible. It was due to the mem- 
bers, and to the candidates, that a better opportunity 
should be afforded for selection from amongst the latter 
than he at least had enjoyed. He had himself intended 
to move that on Thursday next, at 12 o’clock, the house 
would proceed to the election of a clerk, and with this 
view he moved to postpone until Thursday next the con- 
sideration of the resolution now under consideration. 

Mr. Aamsay asked what was the house in the mean- 
time to do for aclerk? Could the house proceed in its 
business without that officer? In offering the resolution, 
Mr. R. said he had only followed the example, set b 
former congresses of electing the clerk immediately at- 
ter the choice of speaker. And he asked that the ques- 
tion of postponement should be taken by yeas and nays. 

Che yeas and nays were accordingly ordered upon the 
question. 

In reply to a question put tothe chair, whether the 
late clerk would be considered in service until an elec- 
tion of clerk took place; the speaker answered that he 
presuined that he would. 

Mr. Cambreleng, ot N. York, suggested the postpone- 
ment of the election to to-morrow instead of Thursday. 

Mr. Johnson proposed Wednesday, as the medium be- 
tween to-morrow and Lhursday. ‘Che object of his mo- 
tion for postponement, and the only object of it, was to ob- 
lain time to make up his mind upon information which 
he might receive as to the relative merits of the several 
candidates for this office. ‘To-morrow the message of 
the president might be expected to be received, and the 
other oflicers of the house also were to be elected; so 
that the election of cierk coald not well be made until 
Wednesday, to which day, therefore, he now moved to 
postpone the consideration of Mr. Ramsay’s motion, 

Mr. Burges, of Rhode [sland, said that if the old clerk 
could continue to act as clerk for several days, without 
an election, why not for the whole session? When was 
his service to end? 

The speaker said that that was a matter for the dis- 
cretion of the house. 

Mr. Burges said that the mere necessity of the case 
made it proper that the clerk to the last house should 
act in organizing the present. But, when the house had 
gone so tar as to choose a speaker, it appeared to him 
that the necessity was over, and that the house would be 
without a clerk unless one should be isnmediately cho- 
sen. Without a clerk thus chosen, he did not see how 
the house was to make any record of its transactions. 

Mr. Alston, of North Carolina, thought that no diffi- 
culty could arise froma postponement of the considera- 
tion of the resolution. He thought the resolution impro- 
per in itself, and when the gentleman from Kentucky 
rose, he was about to have risen himself and propose 
that the house should proceed to an election by ballot. 
He preferred that the whole question should lie upon the 
table for the present, and that whenever the house should 
proceed to the election of clerk, it should be by ballot. 
As to the old clerk continuing to act, Mr. A. said it had 
been the universal practice that the old clerk should con- 
tinue to act until another should be appointed. 

Mr. Ramsay expressed his willingness, if it would 
meet the views of his friend, so to modify his resolution 
as to propose that the house should now go into an elee- 
tion of a clerk. 

Mr. Buchanan, of Pennsylvania, said he trusted 
that such a course would be pursued as that the hotsse 
should at once go into an election by ballot. And per- 
haps his colleague was wrong in now proposing a’ differ- 
It had been the practice, My. B. knev 
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where no opposition to the old clerk was intended, to re- 

‘@ppoint him by resolution. The gentleman from Ken- 
y, however, had stated thathe believed that there 
were other candidates for the office. Mr. B. said he 

did not know the fact: but, if there were, the proper 
course was, as usual in such case, to proceed to ballot 
for aclerk. He should himself vote to lay the resolution 
on the table, and then to proceed to an election by ballot. 

Mr. Ramsay then withdrew his resolution in favor of 
Mr. Clarke, and moved, in lieu thereof that the house 
do now eed to the election of a clerk. 

_ Mr. Johnson, of Ken. moved to amend this last mo- 
tion so as to go into an election on Wednesday next at 
12 o’clock, instead of this day. 

On this question the house divided—ayes 54, the noes 
me large majority. 

The motion to proceed directly to a balloting was then 
agreed to. Mr. Ramsay then nominated Mr. Clarke, 
— Mr. Johnson nominated Virgil Maxcy, of Mary- 
and. 

The votes having been collected, and counted by Mr. 
Ramsay, Mr. Johnsonand Mr. Buchanan, it appeared 
that the whole number of votes for clerk was 192—97 
being necessary to achoice: and that of these votes there 
were— 


For M. St. C. Clarke 135 
Virgil Maxey 54 
Scattering 3 


So Matthew St. Clair Clarke was elected clerk of 
the house of representatives, and was forthwith sworn 
into office. 

On motion of Mr. Miller ot Pennsylvania, it was re- 
solved, nem. con. that John Oswald Dunn be appointed 
sergeant at arms to the house. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, ot New York, it was order- 

ed thata message be sent to the Senate, to inform that 
body that a quorum of this house has assembled; that 
Andrew Stevenson has been elected speaker thereof; 
that it is now ready to proceed to business, and that the 
clerk do go with said message. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, also, it was further order- 
ed, that the rules and orders established by the late 
house of representatives be deemed and taken to be the 
rules and orders of proceeding to be observed in this 
house until a revision or alteration shall have taken 
place. 


On motion of Mr. Drayton, of 8, Carolina, it was re- 
solved, that a committee be appointed on the part of this 
house, to join such committee as have been, or may be, 
appointed on the part of the senate, to wait upon the pre- 

wt of the United States, and inform him that quorems 
of the two houses have assembled, and that congress are 
ready to receive any communications he may be pleased 
to make. 


A motion having been made for the usual order for fur- 
pisbing members with newspapers— 

Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, objected to it. He said, 
that the subject of furnishing, at the public expense, pa- 
pers for the private convenience of the members of this 
house, was referred to a committee last session, and that 
that committee had, in its report, recommended a discon- 
tinuance of the practice. His mind, he said, had under- 

pe no change on this subject. He was of opinion that 
the application of the public means to this object was not 
justifiable. But, in order to test the question, he moved 
to lay the resolution on the table. 

This motion was negatived; and the resolution for con- 
tinuing the usage, was agreed to withont a division. 


On motion of Mr. Miller, the house then proceeded to 
the election of adoorkeeper. The late venerable (though 
now infirm) doorkeeper, capt. Benjamin Burch was 
nominated, in a very appropriate manner, by Mr. T'uck- 
er, of South Carolina, Several other persons were nom- 
inated by different members. The ballots havmg been 
counted by tellers named by the speaker, Mr. Tucker 
reported that Mr. Burch had received 136 votes, (a large 
majority of the whole number), and was consequently 
chosen. 

On motion, it was then resolved nem. con. that Over- 
ton Carr be appointed assistant doorkeeper to this house 

And then 
, The house adjourned to 1° o’clock to-morrow. 


a 


Tuesday, Dec. 8. Mr. Crockett, of Tennessee, ap- 
peared, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Drayton, from the eommittee appointed on the 
part of this house, to join the committee appointed on 
the part of the senate to wait on the sident of the U. 
States, &c. reported that the committee had waited oy, 
the president accordingly, and that the president answer. 
yy -_ he would make a communication to congress 
this day, 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, it was 

Resolved, That two chaplains, of different denomina- 
tions, be elected by congress, one by each house, te 
serve during the present session, who shall interchange 
weekly. 

A message was received from the president of the U, 
States, by the hands of his private secretary, 2. I. Don- 
elson, (see proceedings of the senate), which having been 
read, ten thousand copies thereof were erdered to be 
printed for the use of the house, and then the house ad- 
journed. 


Wednesday, Dec. 9. Mr. Bartley, of Ohio, attend- 
edto day. After the house was organized Mr. Condict 
moved the following order: 

Ordered, Vhat the standing committees be now ap- 
pointed, pursuant to the rules and orders of the house. 


Mr. Buchanan said there was an unusual number of 
new members, and it was proper, and according to the 
practice of the house, that the speaker should have time 
/and opportunity to make hiraself acquainted with them, 
before he proceeded to the appointment of the commit. 
tees. He would, therefore, move for the present to lay 
the resolution on the table. 

Mr. Cambreleny asked the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania to withdraw his motion. If the order were now 
passed, the house could adjourn until after to-morrow, 
with a view to allow the speaker time to make the ap- 
point ments. 

_ The speaker intimated that he could not be able to 
obtain a sufficient acquaintance with the members in the 
course of to-morrow. , 

Mr. Mallary suggested that such an adjournment 
should take place as would enable the speaker to muke 
his selection. It was obvious that the speaker would ro- 
quire time for that purpose. 


It was suggested by the speaker that the committees 
could not be announced before Monday. _ 

Mr. Buchanan said, that if the resolution be laid oo 
the table till to-morrow, the house might then adjour 
till Monday; and it was with this view that he had made 
his motion. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. The resolution was therefore laid on the ta 
ble. ; 

On motion of Mr. J. WV”. Taylor, it was ordered that 
the house do, to-morrow at 12 o’clock, proceed to the 
election of a chaplain on its part. : Ay 

Mr. Verplanck, submitted a resolution authorising the 
purchase of fifty copies of the laws of the U. 5S. to com- 
piete the sets in the library, which having been orderet) 
to lie on the table, the house adjourned. 
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THURSPAY’S PROCEEDINGS, “eee 

The senate, yesterday, atter the reference of various 
subjects to committees, adjourned ull Monday next. 

In the house of representatives, yesterday, the Kev. 
Reuben Post was elected chaplain. The resolution or 
dering the standing committees to be appointed, was “ 
en up and agreed to; and the house, on motion ot Mr. #. 
R. Storrs, agreed to adjourn till Monday. The =. 
then, on motion of Mr. Polk, of Tennessee, resolve : 
self into the eoxamitiee ot the whole on the state ol = € 
union, and took up the message of the president. “t 
Polk then moved a series of resolutions, referring the - 
rious parts of the message to the appropriate commie’ 
The resolutions being agreed to, the commuttee Fo “ 
unt reported the same to the house, when a brief aves 
sion took place on one or two of the resolutions. 
slight modifications were made; aud the resolutions ~ 
then agreed to. The house then adjourned till Monday, 
| to allow time to the speaker to select his committees. 
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